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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
 

Autumn Term Dates: 
 

 Monday 16th September– Swifts trip to Bowes Museum– Stone 
Age workshops. Packed lunch needed. No charge 

 Monday 16th September– National Teaching Assistant’s Day… 
make a big effort to say ‘thankyou’ to our wonderful TA’s! 

 Y6 parents only– Monday 16th September, Carmel open evening 
6.30pm. 

 Wednesday 18th September– DCC Consultation– see newsletter 

 Thursday 19th September– Jeans for Genes day. 

 Y5/6  parents - Wednesday 18th September,  St Johns open 
evening– 5.30pm 

 Wednesday 18th September– Adam Bushnell, Storyteller and 
author is visiting school. There will also be an opportunity for the 
children to buy some of his books. We will send a book list out 
shortly. 

 Thursday 19th September– Whole school welcome Mass, 1.30pm 
St Mary’s RC Church. All welcome. It would be lovely to see some 
of new parents there! (swimming cancelled for swifts-added on to 
the end of term)  

 Thursday 19th September– Friends of St Mary’s meeting, 7.30pm. 
Three Horse Shoes pub, Everybody very welcome! 

 Friday 20th September– Tea and Chat night 3.30pm-4.30pm/ 
McMillan coffee event.  

 Friday 30th September– Robins Morning visit to Barnard Castle. 
Children will be back for lunch. Further details to follow. 

 Thursday 3rd October– Teesdale school open evening. 

 Friday 4th October– Prayer group in school with Father Grieves– 
10.10am. Children, families and teachers all very welcome. 

 Monday 7th October– Sacramental Preparation Class– 3.45pm– 
4.30pm in school with Father Grieves. 

 Friday 27th September, 2.45pm– Owls Harvest Candle Time. All 
welcome 

 

 

Tea and Chat Night! 
 

Our tea and chat night this term is on Friday 
20th September – 3.30pm – 4.30pm. Our tea and chat night 
is an  informal opportunity for parents / grandparents and 
carers to come along and have a cuppa with the teacher! 

Miss Callender is really looking forward to having the 
chance to chat to you too. 

We are also taking this opportunity to combine our annual 
McMillan coffee event too, so there will lots of lovely cakes 
and biscuits for you to enjoy for a small donation towards 
MacMillan cancer support. Thank you!! 

 

 

All welcome! 

 

 

Thank you to all of our parent helpers who have volunteered to join some of classes with our local trips and visits this 
week. It’s been a busy start to the term! We really appreciate you giving up your time to support our children. 

Outstanding Behaviour! 

Our Owls had a great day on their visit to the 
Danelaw centre this week, and it was also lovely to 
hear that staff had commented to Mrs Porter on 
the behaviour and manners of our children, and 
how much they had enjoyed spending the day with 
them. Wonderful to hear! 

 

Jeans for Genes Day 

 

Thursday 19th September 

Jessica and Ella have asked that if we as a 
school can support the ‘Jeans for Genes’ 

day, in raising awareness and funds for chil-
dren with genetic disorders. 

St Mary’s would like to invite all children to 
come to school in their jeans on Thursday 

18th September– school jumpers should be 
worn, and if possible bring a donation for 

this charity. The candle time on Monday will 
inform the children all about the day and 

what we are aiming to do to support. 

Thanks for your idea girls! 

 Any parents who have children in Year 4 

 (or above) who would like their child to make their 
First Holy Communion, are invited to come along to 
school with their child for our introductory session 
to the  

preparation classes. Father Grieves and I will be 
once again delivering the Sacramental Preparation 
Programme, as recommended by the Diocese. The 
first session is Monday 7th October at 3.45pm, here 
at school.  



 

House Points 

This week we have introduced names of local castles to 
our house team colours, and we will also be collecting 
points over the week/term to work together, towards 
the end of year winning team. House points are given 
out daily for exceptional effort, attitude and manners. 
Golden house points are also handed out too… they are 
worth 5 points. WOW!! 

 Richmond (Red) 38 points,  total = 124 

 Green (Auckland) 47 points, total = 127 

 Blue (Barnard) 19 points, total = 74 

 Black (Raby) 14 points, total = 84 

 

Another super week– well done boys and girls! 

 

 

 

Sunflower winners have been  announced… take a 
look on our website. Unbelievably, the 
winning entries grew to an impressive 
2.5m!! 

 

Thank you to all of the parents and families who took the time 
to complete the summer term questionnaires. We were  

delighted to see that 100% of our parents/carers felt their 
child was happy and safe at school and 100% of our parents 

would recommend St Mary’s to other families. 

It was a pleasure reading all of the positive comments and 
suggested ideas in helping us move forward as a school. 

 

Stars of the Week 

 

Congratulations to our Stars of the Week: 

 Robins– Evelyn 

 Larks– Edward 

 Swifts– Maia 

 Owls– William 

 

Look on our website to see our Stars wearing our 
brand new sashes… they look fabulous! 

Mary’s Meals 

 

BACKPACK APPEAL 

 

 

Once again, St Mary’s RC Church have asked 
school if we would like to get involved in the 
backpack appeal. Helping children in Malawi 
go to school with the essential educational 
items to help them learn, and get the most 
out of their education. 

Any new or used backpacks, filled with any 
stationary should be collected at home and 
brought into school for collection the week 
before  autumn half term, or dropped off at 
Church anytime. Please see the information 
leaflet we will send shortly,  via Parentpay. 

Many thanks in advance for your kindness 
and support. 

Mrs Box 

 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY! 

 

 

Happy birthday to Annie (11) and Taio (7) who both celebrate their birthday this week.  

 

I hope you both have a wonderful day! 

Next week our statement to live by is: 

 

I can say one good thing about  

myself. 

 

The statements of belief are the focus for our 
Monday morning Candle Times and ensure that all 
of our children understand their uniqueness as 
made in the image of God and develop self aware-
ness, positive self– esteem and confidence. 

DCC Playground Consultation 

Durham County Council have invited our pupils to join 
them for a consultation meeting with regards to the 
proposed designs for the new  Demesnes playground 
area. There are 4 designs and they are keen to gath-
er the opinions of local children who will be using it. 
Come along on Wednesday 18th September, here in 
school at 3.30pm to have your say!! 

 


