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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

 

Autumn Term Dates: 
 

 Monday 21st October– Cross country running at 
Staindrop. Parents will be informed if their child is taking 
part. 

 Wednesday 23rd October– Rugby at Staindrop school for 
swifts class 

 Wednesday 23rd October– Flu Immunisations 

 Wednesday 23rd October– Year 1 and 2 visit to the 
Witham to see the performance ‘Fly’ linking to themes 
around bullying, loneliness, acceptance and friendship. 

 Thursday 24th October– PE festival Y5/6 Staindrop 

 Friday 25th October– Swifts Candle Time 2.45pm. All 
welcome. Break-up for Half-term. 

 Friday 25th October– Backpacks must be in school by 
today if you would like to support the Mary’s Meals Ap-
peal. 

 Friday 25th October– Friends of school ‘spooky’ disco– 6– 
7.30pm 

 Friday 25th October– 3.30-4.15pm Bonkers about Conk-
ers! Around the campfire. All welcome—see separate item 

 Friday 8th November– Photographer in school 

 Monday 11th  and  Tuesday 12th November– Parents Eve-
nings. 

 Friday 15th November  Children in Need non uniform day. 
2.45pm Musical performance from any of our children 
who play an instrument and would like to perform. Further 
details will follow. 

 
Lego Exhibition/Competition 

‘Beautiful Barny!’ 

 

Thank you to all of the children and families 
who took part in our Lego Exhibition today. 
The winners from each class will be announced 
in school on Monday,  although I have to say I 
am so pleased I am not judging… there are 
some fantastic entries– we have some talented 
designers, architects and builders amongst our 
children I think. 

Well done everybody– they are all brilliant. 

Photographs will be on the website both this 
week and next. 

Parents Evening 
 

Thank you to everyone who came along to the informal 
tea and chat night previously this term. Our formal par-
ents evening will be on Monday the 11th and Tuesday the 
12th November 3.30pm-6.30pm. This year we are giving 
our parents the choice of both evenings so that parents 
with siblings can have appointments for the same night if 
they wish. 
Appointments can be made at the office. 
 
It is expected that ALL parents make an appointment on 
either of the dates, and if there is a specific time you 
would prefer I would suggest getting in quick as they will 
be made on a first come first serve basis! Parents with 
any  children who have a support plan will also have the 
opportunity to  discuss and review these on the night too. 
We will look forward to seeing you there. 

This year we have three children making their First Holy 
Communion: 

Emily, Kornel and Frankie. Please pray for both the 
children,  and their families as they begin this very 
special journey. 

Next meeting is Monday 4th November 3,45pm. 

Bonkers About Conkers! 

Friday 25th October 3.30pm– 4.15pm 
around the campfire 

 

Parents/carers and Grandparents, do you fancy a 
game of conkers? 

Forget the Play Station and the X-Box; get out-
side and have some good old fashioned fun! 

Bring the family and have a look at the fantastic 
work our Robins children have been doing around 
their theme of conkers, and enjoy a hot choco-
late and marshmallows around the camp fire. 

ALL WELCOME 

‘We don’t stop playing because we get old; 

We get old because we stop playing!’ 

Mary’s Meals Backpack Project 

 

Message from the parish... 

St Mary’s Parish, along with school would like to 
thank you so much for your generosity so far to 
the Mary’s Meals Backpack Appeal. It is our inten-
tion to hold a backpacking session on Saturday 
26th October and anyone who would be keen to 
help is very welcome. It will be at 10.00am in St 
Mary’s Church. We still need balls, rubbers, pencil 
cases, boys T shirts and of course backbacks. A  
big thank you in anticipation of your further       
generosity. 

 



 

House Points 

We have introduced names of local castles to our house 
team colours, and we will also be collecting points over 
the week/term to work together, towards the end of 
year winning team. House points are given out daily for 
exceptional effort, attitude and manners. Golden house 
points are also handed out too… they are worth 5 
points. WOW!! 

 Richmond (Red) 127 points,  total = 617 

 Green (Auckland) 96 points, total = 533 

 Blue (Barnard)  82 points, total = 477 

 Black (Raby)  91 points, total = 519 

 

Well done boys and girls! 

 

Stars of the Week 

 

Congratulations to our Stars of the Week: 

 Robins–  Robert 

 Larks–  Connie 

 Swifts– Ella 

 Owls–  Martha 

Look on our website to see our Stars wearing our brand new 
sashes… they look fabulous! Our star cushions have also arrived! 

 

 

 

 

 

You may have noticed the VIPER bookmark 
and the VIPER question prompts that we 
have stuck in the front of the yellow reading 
logs that some of our children have.  

The aim behind the VIPERS resources is to 
give wider opportunities, through quality 
questioning for the children to read with 
skill and accuracy. 

We want all of our children to enjoy reading 
for pleasure, and as a reader, read with 
skill… and will! 

We hope you find them useful at home to 
support your child reading– if you have any 
questions around the VIPERS questioning 
then please do come in and see me– we 
want to work in partnership to ensure our 
children are given the very best reading ex-
periences both at home and at school.  

Next week our statement to live by is: 

 

I cooperate with others in work and 
play 
The statements of belief are the focus for our Monday 
morning Candle Times and ensure that all of our children 
understand their uniqueness as made in the image of God 
and develop self awareness, positive self– esteem and  

confidence. 

 

Mrs Porter is aware that this is short notice but 
is desperate to show parents the liturgical dance 
that the children learnt on their Retreat last 
week. 

If you can, we would love you to come along to 
see it on Wednesday 23rd October at 2.45pm. 

The Owls will perform it for the whole school 
too. 

I can’t wait to see it!  

One or two parents have enquired to Mrs Sedgewick 
about school donations. We have now made a donations 
fund payable via ParentPay if any parents are interest-
ed. Thank you to those parents who initially enquired– 
we appreciate your support. 

 
On Friday 25th October there will be a day 
of prayer and fasting for one of our mums, 
Honia.  You are invited to come along to the 
school hall after dropping your children off 
at 9:00am and join in with a 30 minute  
prayer time.  After that there will be a  
Eucharistic service in St Mary's Catholic 
Church where we will continue to pray for 
Honia and her family.  At 2:30 the Rosary 
will be said at 2A Newgate, Barnard Castle.   

We hope that you are able to join us for 
some or all of these prayer 
times.   

For more information contact   
Marie on 07702472784  

Friends Coffee Morning 

 
Thank you to everybody who was able to come along to sup-
port the coffee morning last weekend. We appreciate your 
support and also the effort  our parents put in to support 
our little school! 

Thank you 

 
Mrs Tallentire will be taking groups of children from 
Owls class fortnightly on Wednesdays to Kings Court 
nursing home.  

It is a wonderful community link and both the children 
and the residents look forward to their visits. This week 
they enjoyed singing and sharing memories with each 
other. 


