
16th Sunday of Ordinary Time 19th July 2020

The 16th Sunday of Ordinary Time 

Theme: The lenient judge                                                                                   
God is Goodness itself. This infinite goodness of God has two 

hands: one is mercy, the other is justice. Justice and mercy can 
only thrive where there is goodness. God uses mercy to have us 
embrace what is good. Justice uproots whatever prevents us 

from experiencing the effects of God’s goodness.   St. Francis de Sale 

Celebrating our Schools 

These past two terms have been a time like no other, outside 
war time, for children, parents, families and teachers.  We 
thank all concerned with the education of our children for the 
tremendous sacrifices they have made in keeping our 
community and society safe. Efforts will continue in our 
schools throughout the summer  to ensure pupils return to a 
welcoming, stimulating and safe learning environment in 
September.

The Real School Guide produced in the Chronicle lists five of 
our Catholic Secondary Schools in the top ten in the region. 
Read the article at:  www.chroniclelive.co.uk or click here 
 

Reopening of Churches                           

The diocese continues with a thorough and 
carefully prepared plan to reopen churches. 
Understandably this takes time.  At present 
approximately 16 churches have been opened 
for private prayer or Mass
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Please remember in your prayers 

The sick of the parish: Christopher Smith, 
Irene Mulholland, Elizabeth Leeman, Cath 
Simpson, Patrick Doherty, Julie Hall, Joan Towers, 
Toni Neville and Fr. Wilfred Elkin.                       
We pray for the repose of the soul of Fr. Michael 
Hickey, relative of Carmel Green, who died 
recently.  Please remember the family in your 
prayers.                                                                     
All healthcare professionals and key workers who 
are putting themselves at risk as they attend to 
the needs of other people.                                       
All who are being impacted by the economic crisis 

caused by the pandemic.                               

Children’s Liturgy 
A Children’s liturgy from Cafod for this Sunday 
can be found on our website. 
www.stosmunds.co.uk                                       

Cafod do a live Children’s Liturgy at 10.00am on 
Sundays. Register at https://cafod.org.uk/
Education/Children-s-liturgy. 

You might also like to try the following site for a 
Children’s Liturgy. It is hosted by a Primary 
School teacher from the Dunkeld diocese in 
Scotland. Click here 

Please keep sending in pictures and letters from 
the Children’s Liturgy  to Fr. Grieves or  e-mail: 
enquiries@stosmunds.co.uk

Bishop Hogarth Catholic Education 
Trust - Family Spiritual Resources 

This is an excellent site that links many of the 
Secondary and Primary Schools in our area.  It 
includes resources such as Daily Prayer and 
activities for pupils.                                                                            
https://liturgy.bishophogarthcet.org.uk 

A Family Act of Spiritual Communion can be 
found on our website www.stosmunds.co.uk
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Next Steps towards reopening of St. Osmund’s 

The Parish Council have submitted a detailed Action Plan for the 
safe  repening of St Osmund’s to the diocese.  Following this, St. 
Osmund’s has been placed within the next cohort of 
approximately 40 Churches to be considered for reopening. Last 
week Fr. Jeff Dodds the Episcopal Vicar for our area asked Fr. 
Grieves to contact the diocese for details of the next steps.  

Any reopening will be dependent on the parish having sufficient 
volunteers to ensure a Covid safe environment through 
monitoring and implementing appropriate safety and cleaning 
procedures. Thank you to those who have already expressed an 
interest in acting a volunteers.  Additional volunteers are 
encouraged and may be necessary. 

If you wish to express an interest in volunteering please reply to 
enquiries@stosmunds.co.uk or contact Fr. Grieves. This will not 
commit you to anything at this stage. Further details will be sent 
out and the diocese will provide training.

When the church reopens it will not be ‘business as usual’ pre-
Covid.  Numbers will be limited. (St. Augustine’s has a capacity of 
28) We will all have to be prepared for a change in our 
expectations and habits. However it is a small step which is part 
of our collective responsibility to society as a whole, as the 
country moves safely towards our previous ‘normality.’ We all have 
our part to play.

Live streamed services this week include:                                                        
Hogarth Partnership: from St. Augustines at 9.15 am; on their 
Facebook page:   www.facebook.com/
staugustineschurchdarlington                                                                   
Diocese of Hexham and Newcastle:  Daily mass and other services 
throughout the diocese: www.rcdhn.org.uk                                                                            
Walsingham live: www.walsingham.org.uk                                                         
Vatican   https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCxIsefyl9g9A5SGWA4FvGIA                                                                                    
Other Churches throughout the UK and Ireland:         
www.churchservices.tv/whats-on-now 

NORTHERN CROSS is a not-for-profit organisation and a 
charitable trust. We rely entirely on revenue from newspaper sales, 
annual subscriptions and advertising to continue publishing. We now 
face significant financial difficulties - like many businesses - as we are 
unable to sell the print edition in churches at this time. We 
encourage you to help us by taking out an annual online subscription, 
at £20, or an annual print subscription - where the Northern Cross 
is delivered direct to your door, at £36 (this includes post and 
packing). You can pay by bank transfer online, making a payment to: 
Northern Cross. Account number: 81602292. Sort code: 40-43-11. 
When asked for a reference, please use your name - to allow us to 
verify your payment, then email editor.norcross@btconnect.com. To 
pay by cheque, please make cheques payable to 'Northern Cross' and 
post them to Subscriptions Dept, Northern Cross, c/o  WM 
Fortune & Son, Collingwood House, Church Square, Hartlepool, TS24 
7EN.
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Food Banks 
The Well: 46 East Green, West 
Auckland. DL14 9HJ.  Opening 
times: Tuesday and Friday 9.00 
-12.00 noon                                   
Kings Food Bank: King’s Church, 
Prospect Place, Whessoe Rd., 
Darlington. DL3 0QT Opening 
times: Mon, Wed, Fri, 1pm -3pm     
St. Columba’s: St Columba’s 
Church, Clifton Ave., Darlington 
DL1 5EE.   Opening time: Fri 1pm 
-3pm.                                                      
If you happen to be passing, 
items may be left at the Foodbanks 
during their opening times or 
placed in St. Osmund’s Church 
porch. Please do not make any 
unnecessary journeys.               
Stay Safe 

Offertory                                   
If you wish to make your 
donations directly to  St. 

Osmund’s. Bank account details 

are:  HSBC  St. Osmund’s                               
Account No. 41164015                  
Sort Code 40-34-18      

This is the only account for 
donations to St. Osmund’s.  

�  

Thank you to all who, in the absence of 
our usual weekly Offertory collections, 

have used the parish bank details in this 
Bulletin to continue their contributions. 

It is much appreciated.                                             
Thanks also to those who have continued 
with their regular standing orders.  These 
are simple and secure ways of making an 
offering to the parish.  If you wish to save 
your offerings until we return to church, 

this is also ok. 

Remember: there is no need to 
drop your offerings off at Church. 

Counselling and Listening 
Services   
These counsellors and listeners can 
be contacted through the St Mary’s 
Cathedral Listening Service on 0191 
232 6953 and the Northumberland 
Listening Service on 07732 980740. 
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Readings for:  The 16th Sunday of Ordinary Time.  19th July 

In the Catholic tradition, a Homily, interprets the readings, shining a light on the present and asking each one of us what we must change in our 
lives, from today. The challenge is not so much about recounting the history or retelling the story, but living the gospel.  

You will grant repentance after sin 
There is no god, other than you, who cares for every thing, 
to whom you might have to prove that you never judged 
unjustly. Your justice has its source in strength,
your sovereignty over all makes you lenient to all. You 
show your strength when your sovereign power is 
questioned and you expose the insolence of those who 
know it; but, disposing of such strength, you are mild in 
judgement, you govern us with great lenience, for you have 
only to will, and your power is there. By acting thus you 
have taught a lesson to your people how the virtuous man 
must be kindly to his fellow men, and you have given your 
sons the good hope that after sin you will grant 
repentance.

O Lord, you are good and forgiving. 
O Lord, you are good and forgiving,
  full of love to all who call.
Give heed, O Lord, to my prayer
  and attend to the sound of my voice.
All the nations shall come to adore you
  and glorify your name, O Lord:
for you are great and do marvellous deeds,
  you who alone are God.
But you, God of mercy and compassion,
  slow to anger, O Lord,
abounding in love and truth,
  turn and take pity on me.

The Spirit himself expresses our plea in a way that 
could never be put into words 
The Spirit comes to help us in our weakness. For when we 
cannot choose words in order to pray properly, the Spirit 
himself expresses our plea in a way that could never be put 
into words, and God who knows everything in our hearts 
knows perfectly well what he means, and that the pleas of 
the saints expressed by the Spirit are according to the 
mind of God.

Alleluia, alleluia!
May the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ
enlighten the eyes of our mind,
so that we can see what hope his call holds for us.
Alleluia!

Let them both grow till the harvest 
Jesus put another parable before the crowds: ‘The 
kingdom of heaven may be compared to a man who sowed 

good seed in his field. While everybody was asleep his 
enemy came, sowed darnel all among the wheat, and made 
off. When the new wheat sprouted and ripened, the darnel 
appeared as well. The owner’s servants went to him and 
said, “Sir, was it not good seed that you sowed in your 
field? If so, where does the darnel come from?” “Some 
enemy has done this” he answered. And the servants said, 
“Do you want us to go and weed it out?” But he said, “No, 
because when you weed out the darnel you might pull up 
the wheat with it. Let them both grow till the harvest; and 
at harvest time I shall say to the reapers: First collect the 
darnel and tie it in bundles to be burnt, then gather the 
wheat into my barn.”’
He put another parable before them: ‘The kingdom of 
heaven is like a mustard seed which a man took and sowed 
in his field. It is the smallest of all the seeds, but when it 
has grown it is the biggest shrub of all and becomes a tree 
so that the birds of the air come and shelter in its 
branches.’
He told them another parable: ‘The kingdom of heaven is 
like the yeast a woman took and mixed in with three 
measures of flour till it was leavened all through.’
In all this Jesus spoke to the crowds in parables; indeed, he 
would never speak to them except in parables. This was to 
fulfil the prophecy: I will speak to you in parables
and expound things hidden since the foundation of the 
world.
Then, leaving the crowds, he went to the house; and his 
disciples came to him and said, ‘Explain the parable about 
the darnel in the field to us.’ He said in reply, ‘The sower 
of the good seed is the Son of Man. The field is the world; 
the good seed is the subjects of the kingdom; the darnel, 
the subjects of the evil one; the enemy who sowed them, 
the devil; the harvest is the end of the world; the reapers 
are the angels. Well then, just as the darnel is gathered up 
and burnt in the fire, so it will be at the end of time. The 
Son of Man will send his angels and they will gather out of 
his kingdom all things that provoke offences and all who 
do evil, and throw them into the blazing furnace, where 
there will be weeping and grinding of teeth. Then the 
virtuous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their 
Father. Listen, anyone who has ears!’
 

Copyright: Scripture readings from the Jerusalem Bible are  published and copyright 
1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton, Longman & Todd, Ltd and Doubleday, a division of 
Random House, Inc. Text of the Psalms: Copyright © 1963, The Grail (England). Used 
with permission of A.P. Watt Ltd. All rights reserved.

Act of Spiritual Communion                                                            
My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Holy Sacrament 
of the altar. I love You above all things  and I passionately 
desire to receive You into my soul. Since I cannot at this 
moment receive You sacramentally, come at least  spiritually 
into my soul. I embrace You as if You were already there and 
unite myself wholly to You. Never let me be separated from You. 
Amen.  

First reading: Wisdom 12:13, 16-19

Responsorial Psalm 85(86): 5-6,9-10,15-16

Second reading  Romans 8:26-27

Gospel Acclamation cf. Ep1:17,18

Gospel Matthew 13:24-43
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Reflection on the Readings 

In the gospel this week Christ gives us three parables.  The first is of the man who sows good seed and then 
when everyone was asleep his enemy came and sowed darnel amongst the wheat.
Darnel is a poisonous weed that looks very similar to wheat. Today’s parable is Christ’s answer to why God 
permits evil to persist alongside the good.
Strong healthy wheat will suppress the growth of darnel.  
The following two parables of the mustard seed and the yeast encourage us to reflect on our faith and how we 
live it. If we nourish the good but tiny seed of faith given to us by God it will grow strong and vigorously to 
withstand the darnel in our society. If not it will become overwhelmed. Yeast is the active ingredient that 
works from within to enable the flour from the wheat to become life sustaining bread. With the upsurge of 

bread making in recent months many will be well aware that yeast requires moisture, food and a warm 
nurturing environment to proof. So too our faith.
What can we do to provide a nurturing environment for our faith to grow from the small seed to become food for all?  Jesus calls us to be 
the ‘active ingredient’ in our modern culture and society. Without each of us and our efforts, no matter how small, the Kingdom of God will 
not grow and spread. Today, as followers of Jesus, we are being called to slowly transform the world around us from within. Each of us is 
called to be actively engaged in bringing the message of the gospel into all areas of life. We are called to be the mustard seed and the yeast!
It would be a mistake to think that it takes big projects and actions to bring about change. The smallest of actions and gestures can have a 
huge impact on those around us. Remember, it only takes one person to stand up in a theatre or a huge stadium to start a standing ovation of 
thousands! We can all do something; each of us is capable of bringing about change one small action at a time. Small acts of kindness and 
generosity, encourage further small acts of kindness and generosity which when multiplied by millions, can and will transform our own 
lives, the lives of those around and indeed the whole world.  
A strong field of wheat will suppress the spread of darnel.   As last week,  Christ instructs us - “ Listen, anyone who has ears.”               
Adapted from Br. Michael’s Gospel Reflection oblates.ie

No Internet - No Problem                                                                                                                                                                                
Mass by Phone Service                                                                                                                                                        

During these times when our churches are closed and 
masses are being streamed online, the Diocese of 

Middlesbrough have set up a system to allow people who 
do not have internet access to listen to Mass over the 

telephone.  12.00 noon. If you would like to access, the 
telephone number to call is 01642 130120. 

The Vicariate for Faith & 
Mission are able to provide copies 
of lockdown prayer resources to 
those without internet access and 
contact for those who are 
thinking about becoming a 
Catholic. Please contact the 
Vicariate by ringing 07375 

934713, You can get in touch via e-
mail at adminfaith.mission@diocesehn.org.uk

Keep in Contact 
It is important to keep in touch in these unusual times. 
Keeping in contact with other parishioners through a 
telephone call, e-mail, text  or social media is a simple way 
to show that we care. Receiving a call, message or seeing a 
friendly face on our phone, tablet or computer can  be  a 
real tonic.  Visit the Parish website for more news and 
information. www.stosmunds.co.uk                                                                       
Don’t forget: If you have any prayer intentions,  news, 
information, questions, or if you have a special birthday or 

celebration and would like a mention please get in touch. It 
is important to have the persons authority to do this.  
Please send a message to:  enquiries@st.osmunds.co.uk   
In particular, let us know if you are aware of anyone who 
may be feeling isolated or could benefit from some help, by 
contacting the above e-mail address, or  Fr. Grieves on 
01325 730191

Vacancies                                                                            
The Diocese of Hexham and Newcastle has the following 
vacancies:                                                                                     
·Property Surveyor based in Newcastle with extensive 
travel throughout the Diocese. Full-time. Two year fixed term 
contract.                                                                                            
· Justice and Peace Refugee Project Co-ordinator based 
in Newcastle. 18 hours per week. 12 month fixed term contract.                                                                                        
· Department for Education, Administrator (maternity 
cover) – full-time                                                                            
For further information and details of how to apply please visit 
our website www.rcdhn.org.uk or contact us on 0191 243 3301

Don’t forget:   We need to have a group of 
volunteers approved by the diocese 
to enable us to reopen  St Osmund’s 

Best wishes for a safe, happy and 
healthy week. 
Until next time

St. Osmund’s Parish Gainford
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