
26th Sunday of Ordinary Time 27th September 2020

The 26th Sunday of Ordinary Time 

Theme: Humble Repentance                                                                 
‘Always consider the other person to be better than yourself, so that nobody thinks of 

his own interests first but everybody thinks of other people’s interests instead.’ 
Philippians 2:3-4                                                         

Mass times:  Sunday 9.30am and  Tuesday 10.00am                 
It is necessary to book in advance for both the Sunday and Tuesday 

Mass.    See left 

Thank you  

A big thank you to all who have been juggling with the new system of 
attending Mass.  It takes time to get used to new routines and to undo 
old habits.  It is early days with the booking system, but this seems to be 
going well so far. Thanks to Ian Howley for managing this so efficiently. 

In church, thank you to all who are coping with the new procedures such 
as sanitising hands, remaining seated - remembering not to kneel, 
wearing face coverings and maintaining social distancing. 

We have all become more aware of the necessity for face coverings 
indoors to reduce the airborne transmission of the virus. Less attention 
recently, has been focused on transmission through contact with surfaces.  
Through our unconscious habits we may pick up or pass on the virus. eg. 
Touching the end of pews either as we walk up the isle or genuflect on 
entry to our seat or kneeling and touching the back of the pew in  front - 
this also reduces the social distance with the people in front. We should 
all be aware of these higher risk contact areas for our own safety and that 
of others. 

Somethings we can all do when we attend church, is to remember to 
remain seated at all times and try to avoid contact with surfaces.  This 
may be contrary to what we usually do or want, but it is safer for each of 
us and may prevent another parishioner, many of whom are vulnerable, 
from catching this dangerous virus. In the readings this week St. Paul 
reminds us not simply to think of our own wishes but to “think of other 
people’s interests instead.”   
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Welcome back to Mass                           
How to Book                                                        

A special booking answer phone number 
has been set up:  07796 282216                   

Please text the number above stating: 

Your Name:                                                           
Day you wish to attend                       
Number of individuals or                 
Number in Family Group and Contact 
Phone Number                              

You will be contacted to let you know if 
a place is available.  

Children’s Liturgy                                
A Children’s Liturgy that has been a very 
useful resource for parents and children 

throughout our Covid restrictions can be 
found by                                        

Clicking here                                                       
It is delivered by a Primary School teacher 

from Dunkeld. 

A Children’s Liturgy from Cafod is 
available on www.cafod.org.uk           

Click here 

Prayer Resources for Primary and 
Secondary age pupils  can be found on the 

Carmel College /Bishop Hogarth  website          
Click here 

Mass 0n-line 
St. Augustines Facebook Sun 9.15 am- 

Click here                                                 
Churches in the diocese - Click here                                                                                                       

Other churches in the UK and Ireland 
Click here                                                                                        

Mass by phone: 01642 130 120  

St Osmund’s Catholic Church, Gainford
Diocese of Hexham and Newcastle

Parish Priest: Father Ian Grieves Tel: 01325 730191
Website: www.stosmunds.co.uk     e-mail: enquiries@stosmunds.co.uk 

Hogarth Partnership 

St Anne, St Augustine, St Mary, St Osmund, St Teresa, St Thomas Aquinas, SS William & St Francis De Sale 
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26th Sunday of Ordinary Time 27th September 2020
Readings for:  26th Sunday in Ordinary Time. 27th September 

In the Catholic tradition, a Homily, interprets the readings, shining a light on the present and asking each one of us what we must change in our 
lives, from today. The challenge is not so much about recounting the history or retelling the story, but living the gospel.  

When the sinner renounces sin, he shall certainly 
live 
The word of the Lord was addressed to me as follows: ‘You 
object, “What the Lord does is unjust.” Listen, you House 
of Israel: is what I do unjust? Is it not what you do that is 
unjust? When the upright man renounces his integrity to 
commit sin and dies because of this, he dies because of the 
evil that he himself has committed. When the sinner 
renounces sin to become law-abiding and honest, he 
deserves to live. He has chosen to renounce all his 
previous sins; he shall certainly live; he shall not die.’

Remember your mercy, Lord. 
Lord, make me know your ways.
Lord, teach me your paths.
Make me walk in your truth, and teach me:
for you are God my saviour.
Remember your mercy, Lord.
and the love you have shown from of old.
Do not remember the sins of my youth.
In your love remember me,
because of your goodness, O Lord.
The Lord is good and upright.
He shows the path to those who stray,
He guides the humble in the right path,
He teaches his way to the poor.

Be united in your love 
If our life in Christ means anything to you, if love can 
persuade at all, or the Spirit that we have in common, or 
any tenderness and sympathy, then be
united in your convictions and united in your love, with a 
common purpose and a common mind. That is the one 
thing which would make me completely
happy. There must be no competition among you, no 
conceit; but everybody is to be self-effacing. Always 
consider the other person to be better than yourself, so 
that nobody thinks of his own interests first but everybody 
thinks of other people’s interests instead. In your minds 
you must be the same as Christ Jesus: His state was divine, 
yet he did not cling to his equality with God but emptied 
himself to assume the condition of a slave, and 
became as men are; and being as all men are, he was 
humbler yet, even to accepting death, death on a cross. 
But God raised him high and gave him the name which is 
above all other names so that all beings in the heavens, on 
earth and in the underworld, should bend the knee at the 
name of Jesus and that every tongue should acclaim Jesus 
Christ as Lord, to the glory of God the Father.

 

Alleluia, alleluia!
If anyone loves me he will keep my word,
and my Father will love him,
and we shall come to him.
Alleluia!

Tax collectors and prostitutes are entering the 
kingdom of God before you 
Jesus said to the chief priests and elders of the people, 
‘What is your opinion? A man had two sons. He went and 
said to the first, “My boy, you go and work in the vineyard 
today.” He answered, “I will not go,” but afterwards 
thought better of it and went. The man then 
went and said the same thing to the second who answered, 
“Certainly, sir,” but did not go. Which of the two did the 
father’s will?’ ‘The first’ they said. Jesus said to them, ‘I tell 
you solemnly, tax collectors and prostitutes are making 
their way into the kingdom of God before you. For John 
came to you, a pattern of true righteousness, but you did 
not believe him, and yet the tax collectors and prostitutes 
did. Even after seeing that, you refused to think better of 
it and believe in him.’
Copyright: Scripture readings from the Jerusalem Bible are  
published and copyright 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton, Longman & 
Todd, Ltd and Doubleday, a division of Random House, Inc. Text of 
the Psalms: Copyright © 1963, The Grail (England). Used with 
permission of A.P. Watt Ltd. All rights reserved.                                   

Act of Spiritual Communion                                                            
My Jesus, I believe that you are present in the Holy Sacrament 
of the altar. I love you above all things  and I passionately 
desire to receive you into my soul. Since I cannot at this moment 
receive you sacramentally, come at least  spiritually into my 
soul. I embrace you as if you were already there and unite 
myself wholly to you. Never let me be separated from you. 
Amen.     

Please remember in your Prayers                         
The Sick of the Parish                                                
Christopher Smith, Irene Mulholland, Cath Simpson, Patrick 
Doherty, Julie Hall, Joan Towers, Toni Neville and Fr. Wilfred 
Elkin.

Dave Clark Deputy headteacher of Richmond school who 
tragically died this week. Remember also his family and all 
associated with the schools at this time of shock and grief.

  Bidding Prayers St. Osmund’s Click here                                                                                                  

                                                   

First reading           Ezekiel 18:25-28

Responsorial Psalm  24(25): 4-9

Second reading  Philippians 2: 1-11

Gospel Acclamation  Jn 14:23

Gospel  Matthew 21:28-32
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https://www.stosmunds.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/Bidding-Prayers-27-September-2020.pdf
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Reflection on the Readings                                                                                                           
In this week's passage from the 2nd reading, Paul is asking each of his followers (and us) to be humble enough to "look out for the health and welfare 
of others before ourselves." He then goes on to give us Jesus as the supreme example of humility. The beautiful poem that follows tells us how Jesus 
set aside being God to come to earth as man to teach us the "ways of God" and of the glory that will follow if we do. This poem is also the basis for 
the Church's dogma of Jesus' dual nature, being both true God and true Man.                

The Gospel Reading is from Matthew. In this passage, Jesus is giving us a lesson on “change of heart.” This story is somewhat like the story of the 
"Prodigal Son." Here we have two sons being asked by their father to do something for him that was within their capability and responsibility 
(maybe like cleaning up their bedroom). The first son refuses but then changes his mind and obeys. The other agrees to fulfill the command, but 
doesn't. Fidelity and obedience to the Father is at stake here, and Jesus is accusing the Chief Priests and Elders of being worse than prostitutes and 
tax collectors who will be forgiven because they have given up their sinful ways. The Chief Priest and Elders, however, will not be forgiven because 
they were stubborn and lacking in humility in refusing to accept the teachings of Jesus even though they knew better.                                      

It is human nature to want to hold on to beliefs and habits that we hold important; but when faced with an opposing way or viewpoint, we should, 
for our own good, be willing to examine it and compare it to what has been our accepted position. In doing so, we might find out more about 
ourselves than we thought possible. Something to think about during your prayer time this week!  MFB-St. Clare 

Please help if you can - Moira Refugees                                                                                       
10 days ago the over stretched and over filled refugee camp at 
Moira on Lesvos burnt to the ground leaving 13,000 already 
desperate people stranded with nothing. No food, no shelter 
and no home. They are still stranded and sleeping with their 

children on the side of the road. Choose Love are co-ordinating 
a collection of essential hygiene items to be sent out to 

Lesvos in the next few weeks. If you want to help you can 
donate the following items ONLY -                                                                                         

NAPPIES - TOOTHPASTE - DEODORANT - SHAMPOO 
- SHOWER GEL - SOAP.                                           

Darlington Assistance for Refugees (DAR) will be collecting 
donations from:                                                                                          
St Augustine’s Parish Centre Larchfield Street Darlington DL3 7TE 

on: Tuesday 29th
 
September from 4pm-8pm &  Saturday 3rd

 

October from 10am-4pm

Please make sure that all donations are new and in sealed packages. 
Sorry but we cannot accept any items NOT on the list.  Once 
collected we will then drive the donations in a van to the Choose 
Love collection point in York from where they will be sent on to 
Lesvos. Our wonderful friend Falafel Fella will also be collecting 
donations in his cafe in Clarke's Yard until Saturday 3rd October. He 
has a donation box in the cafe all ready and waiting. (You could pick 
up a delicious Syrian wrap while you are there! Yum) 

Pastoral	Message	from	Bishop	Robert	Byrne	CO																																																																																																														
Bishop Robert Byrne CO has released a pastoral video message 

regarding the reopening of our churches and how we are 

managing this throughout the diocese.www.rcdhn.org.uk 	Click	
here	

Vocations                                                                                                                                                                                                         
A six week online Vocations discernment course for men 

thinking about becoming a Priest.                                                         

Beginning Monday 12th October at 7.00pm  For further 

information please e-mail: vocations@rcdhn.org.uk

Food Banks                                                                                                                                                                 
The Well: 46 East Green, West Auckland. DL14 9HJ. Opening 

times: Wednesday-Friday 9am - 3pm                                                 

Kings Food Bank: King’s Church, Prospect Place, Whessoe 

Rd., Darlington. DL3 0QT Opening times: Mon, Wed, Fri, 

1pm -3pm                                                                                    

St. Columba’s: St Columba’s Church, Clifton Ave., 

Darlington DL1 5EE. Opening time: Fri 1pm -3pm.                                           

Items may be left at the Foodbanks during their opening 

times or placed in St. Osmund’s Church porch. Please do not 

make any unnecessary journeys. Stay Safe                                                                                                                                                                    

Offertory                                                                                                                                                                           
If you wish to make your donations directly to St. 

Osmund’s. Bank account details are:                                                    

HSBC: D.H & N Gainford St. Osmund’s.                       

Account No. 41164015    Sort Code 40-34-18.                                                                     

This is the only account for donations to St. Osmund’s 

Parish.                                                                                                          

Thank you to all who, in the absence of our usual weekly 

Offertory collections, have used the parish bank details in 

this Bulletin to continue their contributions. It is much 

appreciated. Thanks also to those who have continued with 

their regular standing orders. These are simple and secure 

ways of making an offering to the parish. Offerings can be 

left in the basket at Church at the Masses on Sunday and 

Tuesday.    

 Best wishes for a safe, happy and 
healthy week ahead.

St. Osmund’s Parish Gainford
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=18&v=NE3g86qB3pM&feature=emb_logo
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