
33rd Sunday of Ordinary Time 15th November 2020

33rd Sunday of Ordinary Time                              
Theme:  Using your talents

As scripture tells us; there is a variety of gifts but always the same Spirit; 
there are all sorts of services to be done, but always the same Lord; working 
in all sorts of different ways in different people.’ (1 Cor. 12)                       
Through his love for us God has granted and gifted us with life and faith, 
what we do with these two most precious of gifts is our gift back to God. 
How can I use my gifts and talents this week to help and support those 
around me? Br. Michael Moore OMI

World  Day of the Poor                                                                                                                   

Pope Francis has declared Sunday 15th November to be 
the fourth World Day of the Poor                                                  

(For prayers and resources see the back of this Bulletin)                                                           

Update: From 5th November churches are closed for      
                                public worship.                          

They will be able to open for private prayer.
There will be no Mass at St. Osmunds during the current 

lockdown. 
Fr. Grieves has decided that the church will be open for private 
prayer on Sundays from 9.30am -  10.00 am and from 11.30 am - 

12.00 pm.  There is no need to book and all are welcome. For 
those wishing to access online Mass the links below may be useful.

When attending for Private Prayer it will be necessary for the 
purpose of ‘Track and Trace’ to sign in. It is still required to wear a 
mask and maintain social distancing. Please follow the directions 

of stewards.
    Mass 0n-line                                                                                

St. Augustines Facebook - www.facebook.com/
staugustineschurchdarlington Sunday 9.15 Click here                                                                                                             

Other churches in the diocese www.rcdhn.org.uk Click here                                                            
Walsingham: www.walsingham.org.uk Click here                                                       
Other churches in the UK and Ireland Click here                                                      

Vatican - Click here                                                                                    
Mass by phone: 01642 130 120 
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November: The Month of the 
Holy Souls 

 

How the seasons change, 
How certain it is that Summer

Gives way to Autumn
And the falling of the leaves

And the passing of so many things,
And the tears of one who grieves

Yet Winter gives way to Spring,
New Hope and life after suffering,

Lord, so it is, and certain too,
The promise of new life in you

After life’s woes and pains.
For our loved ones gone

No more strain and suffering now,                      
Beyond life’s struggles there awaits

 The joy of your embrace.
Thank you Lord. Amen

Children’s Liturgy                                
A Children’s Liturgy that has been a very 
useful resource for parents and children 

throughout our Covid restrictions can be 
found by                                        

Clicking here                                                       
It is delivered by a Primary School teacher 

from Dunkeld. 

A Children’s Liturgy from Cafod is 
available on www.cafod.org.uk           

Click here 

Prayer Resources for Primary and 
Secondary age pupils  can be found on the 

Carmel College /Bishop Hogarth  website          
Click here 
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33rd Sunday of Ordinary Time 15th November 2020
Readings for: 15th November 

In the Catholic tradition, a Homily, interprets the readings, shining a light on the present and asking each one of us what we must change in our 
lives, from today. The challenge is not so much about recounting the history or retelling the story, but living the gospel.  

A perfect wife - who can find her?
A perfect wife – who can find her? She is far beyond the price of 
pearls. Her husband’s heart has confidence in her, from her he 
will derive no little profit. Advantage and not hurt she brings him 
all the days of her life.
She is always busy with wool and with flax, she does her work 
with eager hands. She sets her hands to the distaff,
her fingers grasp the spindle. She holds out her hand to the poor, 
she opens her arms to the needy. Charm is deceitful, and beauty 
empty; the woman who is wise is the one to praise. Give her a 
share in what her hands have worked for, and let her works tell 
her praises at the city gates.

O blessed are those who fear the Lord. 
O blessed are those who fear the Lord.
and walk in his ways!
By the labour of your hands you shall eat.
You will be happy and prosper.

Your wife will be like a fruitful vine
in the heart of your house;
your children like shoots of the olive,
around your table.

Indeed thus shall be blessed
the man who fears the Lord.
May the Lord bless you from Zion
all the days of your life!

God will bring with him those who have died in Jesus
You will not be expecting us to write anything to you, brothers, 
about ‘times and seasons’, since you know very well that the 
Day of the Lord is going to come like a thief in the night. It is 
when people are saying, ‘How quiet and peaceful it is’ that the 
worst suddenly happens, as suddenly as labour pains come on a 
pregnant woman; and there will be no way for anybody to evade 
it. But it is not as if you live in the dark, my brothers, for that 
Day to overtake you like a thief. No, you are all sons of light and 
sons of the day: we do not belong to the night or to darkness, so 
we should not go on sleeping, as everyone else does, but stay 
wide awake and sober.

Alleluia, alleluia!
Make your home in me, as I make mine in you.
Whoever remains in me bears fruit in plenty.
Alleluia!

You have been faithful in small things: come and join in your 
master's happiness
Jesus spoke this parable to his disciples: ‘The kingdom of 
Heaven is like a man on his way abroad who summoned his 
servants and entrusted his property to them. To one he gave five 
talents, to another two, to a third one; each in proportion to his 
ability. Then he set out.
‘The man who had received the five talents promptly went and 
traded with them and made five more. The man who had 
received two made two more in the same way. But the man who 
had received one went off and dug a hole in the ground and hid 
his master’s money.
‘Now a long time after, the master of those servants came back 
and went through his accounts with them. The man who had 
received the five talents came forward bringing five more. “Sir,” 
he said “you entrusted me with five talents; here are five more 
that I have made.”
‘His master said to him, “Well done, good and faithful servant; 
you have shown you can be faithful in small things, I will trust 
you with greater; come and join in your master’s happiness.”
  ‘Next the man with the two talents came forward. “Sir,” he said 
“you entrusted me with two talents; here are two more that I 
have made.” His master said to him, “Well done, good and 
faithful servant; you have shown you can be faithful in small 
things, I will trust you with greater; come and join in your 
master’s happiness.”
  ‘Last came forward the man who had the one talent. “Sir,” said 
he “I had heard you were a hard man, reaping where you have 
not sown and gathering where you have not scattered; so I was 
afraid, and I went off and hid your talent in the ground. Here it 
is; it was yours, you have it back.” But his master answered him, 
“You wicked and lazy servant! So you knew that I reap where I 
have not sown and gather where I have not scattered? Well then, 
you should have deposited my money with the bankers, and on 
my return I would have recovered my capital with interest. So 
now, take the talent from him and give it to the man who has the 
five talents. For to everyone who has will be given more, and he 
will have more than enough; but from the man who has not, even 
what he has will be taken away. As for this good-for-nothing 
servant, throw him out into the dark, where there will be 
weeping and grinding of teeth.”’
Copyright: Scripture readings from the Jerusalem Bible are  published and copyright 
1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton, Longman & Todd, Ltd and Doubleday, a division of 
Random House, Inc. Text of the Psalms: Copyright © 1963, The Grail (England). Used 
with permission of A.P. Watt Ltd. All rights reserved.              

Act of Spiritual Communion                                                            
My Jesus, I believe that you are present in the Holy Sacrament of the altar. I 
love you above all things  and I passionately desire to receive you into my soul. 
Since I cannot at this moment receive you sacramentally, come at least  
spiritually into my soul. I embrace you as if you were already there and unite 
myself wholly to you. Never let me be separated from you. Amen.                                                                                                       

First reading Proverbs 311:10-13, 19-20,30-31

Responsorial Psalm 127(128):1-5

Second reading 1 Thessalonians 5:1-6

Gospel Acclamation  Jn15:4,5

Gospel Matthew 25:14-30
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Reflection on the Readings -  15th November                                                                                                       
Gifts and Talents                                                                                                                                                                                                          
Whether one is a child or an adult, we all love opening gifts at Christmas or when it’s our birthday. Think of the joy and expectation when 
opening the present and the surprise when what is inside is finally revealed. It is not only the person who opens the gift who experiences this 
joy; the one who buys, wraps and gives the present also shares in the excitement and happiness.

There is a sense of this in the parable that Jesus offers us today. A merchant before going on a trip calls three of his servants and gives each of 
them an amount of money or gold, called a ‘talent’. To the first he gives five; the second receives three and the third is given one. The first 
invests his money and doubles it; the second does the same with his. However, the servant who receives one piece of gold simply buries it in 
ground. The merchant returns and calls in his servants. The first gives back the five talents plus the five he made. The second also gives back 
the three he received plus the three he had made. The last servant dug his one up and gave back exactly what he received, no more no less. 
The merchant is overjoyed with the first two servants; to both he says, ‘Well done good and faithful servant.’ However, with the last servant 
he is simply disappointed that he did nothing with what he was given.

On the face of it, this is a simple parable, but a closer look reveals that it contains a much deeper challenge from Jesus to each of us today. A 
parable is offered like a mirror into which we are called to look so that we can see and learn something new about ourselves. We are being 
asked to see ourselves in this parable. The point is not to argue that God gives more gifts to some than others, but to accept that God gives 
each person different gifts. The gifts and talents that I have been given have not been given to anyone else.

As scripture tells us; there is a variety of gifts but always the same Spirit; there are all sorts of services to be done, but always the same Lord; 
working in all sorts of different ways in different people.’ (1 Cor. 12) 

Each of us has been given a variety of gifts and talents by God.

The question being asked is whether or not we are using them to the best of our ability or are we simply burying and refusing to use them. 
Like those in the gospel, we have a choice to make with the gifts we have been given. We can develop and use them to help ourselves and 
others grow or we can bury and hide them in the dark where they will do no one any good. The choice is ours, but we will be held 
accountable and responsible for whatever decision we make, just like those in the gospel.

Perhaps the most precious and sacred of gifts that we have is the gift of faith. Like any gift that we have been given, faith only becomes 
valuable when it is used, developed and shared. Faith is not static, stable or sterile. It is vibrant and energetic. As we read in the 2nd. Letter of 
Timothy; I am reminding you now to fan into a flame the gift that God gave you. God’s gift was not a spirit of 
gentleness but a spirit of power…’ (2. Tim. 6)

Through his love for us God has granted and gifted us with life and faith, what we do with these two most precious of gifts is our gift back to 
God.

How can I use my gifts and talents this week to help and support those around me?  – Br Michael Moore OMI   www.oblates.ie                                                                                                        

Please remember in your Prayers .                             
The Sick of the Parish                                                                    
Christopher Smith, Irene Mulholland, Cath Simpson, Patrick 
Doherty, Julie Hall, Joan Towers, Toni Neville and Fr. Wilfred 
Elkin.

Offertory                                                                                                                                                                           
If you wish to make your donations directly to St. Osmund’s. Bank 
account details are:                                                                                                                
HSBC: D.H & N Gainford St. Osmund’s.   Account No. 41164015    
Sort Code 40-34-18. This is the only account for donations to St. 
Osmund’s Parish.                                                                                                          
Thank you to all who, in the absence of our usual weekly Offertory 
collections, have used the parish bank details in this Bulletin to 
continue their contributions. It is much appreciated. Thanks also to 
those who have continued with their regular standing orders. These 
are simple and secure ways of making an offering to the parish. 
Offerings can be left in the basket at Church when attending Private 
Prayer on Sunday

Bidding Prayers - St. Osmund’s Click here

FoodBanks                                                                                                                                                                 
The Well: 46 East Green, West Auckland. DL14 9HJ. Opening 

times: Wednesday-Friday 9am - 3pm                                                 
Kings Food Bank: King’s Church, Prospect Place, Whessoe 
Rd., Darlington. DL3 0QT Opening times: Mon, Wed, Fri, 

1pm -3pm                                                                                    
St. Columba’s: St Columba’s Church, Clifton Ave., 
Darlington DL1 5EE. Opening time: Fri 1pm -3pm.                                           

Items may be left at the Foodbanks during their opening 
times or placed in St. Osmund’s Church porch. Please do not 

make any unnecessary journeys. Stay Safe       
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Christmas Appeal: Mission to Seafarers and 
Apostleship of the Sea 

Dear  Parishioners,  

The  local Mission to  Seafarers (MtS) and  

Apostleship  of the  Sea(AoS)  teams  always   ensure 

that  in the  weeks  before  Christmas that  they  have  

Christmas  parcels to  distribute amongst  seafarers  

whom  they  visit on the ships in  Tees Port . These 

mariners  are  often  away  from  home and  family  

for  many  months  and  will  often  miss  Christmas. 

These visits  by the  teams  and  these  gifts  are  

particularly  important  to them at  these times. 

Would  you  be  happy  to  put  together (part of) a 

parcel  and  leave these in the  porch  at Sunday  

private  prayer sessions?  The collection period  is  from  

this  week  till  13/12. Alternatively  you  could  also 

ring  me at  the  number  below for  alternative  

arrangements 

Suggested  contents:  Shampoo,Shower 

Gel ,Toothpaste,Shaving Foam, Lip  Balm. 

Socks (new),Hat/ Snood, Gloves, 

Sweets,Chocolates,Pen,Noodles,Comb,(Jigsaw-)Puzzle  

On  behalf of  AoS and  MtS 

Wico  van Mourik  (T:07563155756) 

Further  info  re  AoS: www.stellamaris.org.uk   and  

MtS:  www.missiontoseafarers.org 

Best wishes for a safe, happy and healthy week 

World Day of Prayer for the Poor

Unlimited generosity                                                                                               

You asked for my hands                                                                                                                
that you might use them for your purposes                                                                              

I gave them for a moment then withdrew them                                                          
for the work was hard.

You asked for my mouth                                                                                                                 
to speak out against injustice.                                                                                                      

I gave you a whisper that I might not be accused.

You asked for my eyes                                                                                                                      
to see the pain of poverty.                                                                                                               

I closed them for I did not want to see.

You asked for my life                                                                                                                     
that you might work through me .                                                                                            

I gave you a small part that I might not get "too involved".

Lord, forgive me for calculated efforts to serve you                   
only when it is convenient for me to do so, and                              

only in those places where it is safe to do so,                                     
and only with those who make it easy to do so.

Father, forgive me                                                                                                                
renew me                                                                                                                                          

send me out                                                                                                                                           
as a usable instrument,                                                                                                              

that I may take seriously the meaning of your cross.                                              

Joe Seramane, South Africa, from Lifelines, Christian Aid, 198 

Cafod: World Day Prayer for the Poor
In his message for this World Day of the Poor, Pope Francis draws on 
the Old Testament Book of Sirach, which calls us to 'stretch forth your 
hand to the poor' (Sir 7:32).
We are reminded that 'prayer to God and solidarity with the poor 
and suffering are inseparable.'

What can you do?
Pray with us
On this day we are invited to offer friendship, solidarity and welcome 
to the poorest of our sisters and brothers. As we reach out with love 
and support, let us hold all members of our global family in our 
prayers. 

For resources for World Day of Prayer for the Poor visit the Cafod 
website  Click here 
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