
St Mary’s RCVA Primary School  sees promoting the British Values of family, democracy, the rule of law, 

respect and tolerance for others and an individuals’ freedoms and rights as central to it’s work. 

 

Throughout our creative curriculum ,  our assemblies and liturgies and in our everyday ethos at school 

we teach children: 

 An understanding of how democracy works and how we can engage in it to effect change. 

Through our own School Council elections and voting system we give pupils a voice and show 

them how important their voice can be. We engage actively with our local MP and write to her 

about a range of issues. We visit Parliament every other year to show pupils how our  British   

system works and liaise with the Parliamentary outreach service to further these aims. 

             We furthermore teach them that their opinion matters by encouraging debating skills. Each day  

             Pupils in Years 5/6 debate a topical  issue from the news that day. They are taught that even  

              when they do not agree with others’ opinions, they  must respect them and hear what others 

              have to say. 

 

 An understanding  of  some of the laws of our country and why they are in place.  We work in 

partnership with the Police and other local agencies to promote positive citizenship and respect 

for our environment and the community in which they live. 

 

 An acceptance that other people may hold different faiths to their own, or none at all, and that 

these beliefs are deserving of respect. We aim to teach understanding and tolerance through 

finding out about other faiths, visiting other places of worship and exploring the similarities be-

tween faiths in RE and assemblies. 

 

 To stand up for equality and the importance of  challenging and combating discrimination. 

 

 About the rights, (through our work as a ‘Rights Respecting School’) that all should enjoy, and    

further to that ,the responsibilities which come with those rights. 

 Embrace the diversity of family groups. 


