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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

 

Autumn Term Dates: 
 

 Monday 7th October– Sacramental Preparation Class– 3.45pm– 4.30pm in 
school with Father Grieves. 

 Thursday 10th-Friday 11th October– Owls Retreat.  

 Thursday 10th October– National Mental Health Day and the Fire Fighters 
charity recycling collection day 

 Saturday 12th October– Friends of St Mary’s Coffee Morning 10-12 noon. 
Donations of raffle prizes, soft toys and books greatly received. 

 Friday 18th October– Lego exhibition/competition. Entries brought to school 
on the 17th to  be displayed! 

 Monday 21st October– Cross country running at Staindrop. Parents will be 
informed if their child is taking part. 

 Wednesday 23rd October– Rugby at Staindrop school for swifts class 

 Wednesday 23rd October– Flu Immunisations 

 Thursday 24th October– PE festival Y5/6 Staindrop 

 Friday 25th October– Friends of school ‘spooky’ disco– 6– 7.30pm 

 Friday 25th October– Swifts Candle Time 2.45pm. All welcome. 

 Friday 8th November– Photographer in school 

 Monday 11th  and  Tuesday 12th November– Parents Evening.  

 Friday 15th November  Children in Need non uniform day. 2.45pm Musical 
performance from any of our children who play an instrument and would like 
to perform. Further details will follow. 

 Saturday 7th December– Christmas Fayre 10-12 noon School Hall. 

 

 

 
Lego Exhibition/Competition 

‘Beautiful Barny!’ 

 

Many of our children visited the Bowes Museum Lego exhi-
bition either with school or with family and have been com-
pletely inspired. They have so much talent– their designs I 
see around school are amazing! With this in mind I have 
decided to hold a competition for all of our pupils to take 
part in. The letter sent via parent pay gives you further 
detail (copies also available outside of school office). I am 
inviting the children to design and build a significant build-
ing in Barnard Castle, or perhaps another local castle and 
bring it into school on Thursday 17th October. The exhibi-
tion will be on display after school, 3.30-4.30pm on the 
Friday 18th October. We have a representative judging 
from Bowes Museum as well as a judge from PlanArch De-
sign in Bishop Auckland. There’s some great prizes to be won 
and  it’s a wonderful way to celebrate our young builders, 
designers and architects of the future!! 

See the letter for further details… good luck everyone! 

Mrs Box 

Parents Evening 
 

Thank you to everyone who came along to the informal 
tea and chat night previously this term. Our formal par-
ents evening will be on Monday the 11th and Tuesday the 
12th November 3.30pm-6.30pm. This year we are giving 
our parents the choice of both evenings so that parents 
with siblings can have appointments for the same night if 
they wish. 
Appointments can be made from the office as of next 
week. 
 
It is expected that ALL parents make an appointment on 
either of the dates, and if there is a specific time you 
would prefer I would suggest getting in quick as they will 
be made on a first come first serve basis! Parents with 
any  children who have a support plan will also have the 
opportunity to  discuss and review these on the night too. 
We will look forward to seeing you there. 

Thank you to the children, parents and staff who came along 
to join us for prayer group this morning in school. It was  

lovely to see so many children choosing to give up 
some of their break time to come and pray with   
Father Grieves. We focused our thoughts and    
prayers today around Saint Francis of Assisi. 

Saturday 5th October 12.30-6pm 

Chorister Experience at Durham  

Cathedral. 

Anyone interested can find more details on Durham 
Cathedrals website—
https://www.durhamcathedral.co.uk/whats-
on/chorister-experience-oct-2019  

The children will have an opportunity to meet and 
sing with the current Cathedral Choristers, enjoy a 
tour of the Cathedral and also join in creative musi-
cal activities and a chance to play the organ!! 

A request from the den building children… 

 

We are in need of the following items: 

• Tent pegs 

• Old pots and pans 

• Rope 

• Large wooden pegs 

• Tarpaulin/Camouflage  nets  

 

A request from the staff: 

• Any old mobile phones, nuts and bolts or an old CD player that 
works!!  

https://www.durhamcathedral.co.uk/whats-on/chorister-experience-oct-2019
https://www.durhamcathedral.co.uk/whats-on/chorister-experience-oct-2019


 

House Points 

We have introduced names of local castles to our house 
team colours, and we will also be collecting points over 
the week/term to work together, towards the end of 
year winning team. House points are given out daily for 
exceptional effort, attitude and manners. Golden house 
points are also handed out too… they are worth 5 
points. WOW!! 

 Richmond (Red) 82 points,  total = 371 

 Green (Auckland) 59 points, total = 342 

 Blue (Barnard) 87 points, total = 323 

 Black (Raby) 77 points, total = 306 

 

Well done boys and girls! 

 

Stars of the Week 

 

Congratulations to our Stars of the Week: 

 Robins– Matthew 

 Larks– Zach 

 Swifts– Mary 

 Owls– Abbie 

 

Look on our website to see our Stars wearing our brand new 
sashes… they look fabulous! 

 

 

 

You may have noticed the VIPER bookmark 
and the VIPER question prompts that we 
have stuck in the front of the yellow reading 
logs that some of our children have.  

The aim behind the VIPERS resources is to 
give wider opportunities, through quality 
questioning for the children to read with 
skill and accuracy. 

We want all of our children to enjoy reading 
for pleasure, and as a reader, read with 
skill… and will! 

We hope you find them useful at home to 
support your child reading– if you have any 
questions around the VIPERS questioning 
then please do come in and see me– we want 
to work in partnership to ensure our children 
are given the very best reading experiences 
both at home and at school. Nothing beats a 
good book! 

Happy Birthday to Kitty (9) and also to Robbie (6)  
 

I hope you both have a brilliant birthday! 

Next week our statement to live by is: 

 

I think before I make choices that 
affect my health. 

 
The statements of belief are the focus for our Monday 
morning Candle Times and ensure that all of our children 
understand their uniqueness as made in the image of God 
and develop self awareness, positive self– esteem and  

confidence. 

Owls Residential Retreat 

 

Thursday 10th October– 11th October 

Mrs Porter and the Owls are looking forward to their retreat 
at Emmaus Youth Village in Allensford. It is a beautiful setting 
and an opportunity for our children to spend time together in 
prayer, reflection and to bond together as a class. They will 
take part in a range of creative activities, making the most of 
the outstanding grounds and also accommodation. The lodges 
are beautiful! 

No kit list provided, just a change of casual clothes, nightwear, 
waterproof coat and the usual toiletries including a towel. No 
electricals or spending money please.  All meals included. 

The Retreat is Payable via ParentPay.  

Can I politely remind parents to ensure that if their 
child is attending an after school club that they are 
picked up on time please. It is unfair on staff who have 
other commitments after school. Thank you in advance 
for your support with this. 

Let’s Get Reading! 

 

Back by popular demand! 

RECOMMENDED READS 

Charlie in Year 5 would like to bring back our recom-
mended reads… and I think that’s a great idea, so we 
have decided to have a KS1 and a KS2 recommended 
read at the end of  each half term. Thanks Charlie– it’s 
always lovely to hear your ideas and views. 

 

 

 

 

The children also suggested that we should have a  

librarian in each class too– so now we do! And what a 
great job they are doing in looking after the library 
and listening to what children want to see in their 
classroom reading areas. 

 

Our Macmillan coffee event we ran alongside the 
tea and chat night raised £84 in total. Thank you so 
much everybody. 


