
St Mary’s RC School Newsletter 
 

 

8.3.19 

http://www.stmarysprimary.durham.sch.uk/ 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

Spring Term Dates: 

Please see additional RE newsletter for key dates and  

learning outcomes for this term. 

 

 Friday March 8th– Spice up the Dales food demonstration 7pm at 

school. 

Spring term Progress meetings with parents: 

 Tuesday March 12th 3.30pm -5.30pm EYFS, Y1,Y3,Y5 

 Wednesday 13th 3.30pm -5.30pm Y2,Y4,Y6  Appointments can be 

made at the office. For both nights if you require an early/late 

appointment then can I advise you book early to avoid disappoint-

ment as additional nights will not take place.  

 PLEASE NOTE, THERE WILL BE NO CLUBS (CHOIR/ART) 

ON BOTH PARENT PROGRESS MEETINGS DUE TO SPACE 

AND STAFFING 

 Wednesday 13th March– Larks trip to the garden centre 

(Science link) The children will be going after lunch and will 

arrive back to school before 3.30pm.This trip is fully funded by 

school. 

 Friday 29th March– Robins Candle Time ‘Mother’s Day ‘ theme.  

              All welcome! 

 Friday 5th April– Break Up for Easter. 

 All holidays are available to view/download on our school website.  

 

Recommended Reads! 

This week our recommended read is: 

 

A Monster Calls BY Patrick Ness 

 

FUNDING ENTITLEMENTS 

 

Can I ask all parents that if they have had a 

change in  personal circumstances to inform 

school as you may be entitled to receive free 

school meals. This applies also to children 

 currently  receiving free school meals  from 

the government scheme in Reception and Years 1 

and 2.We need minimal information to do the 

check and it only takes a few days, but if you do 

qualify the school will receive additional funding. 

Please see Mrs Sedgewick for a form or for 

further information. 

Thank you. 

Jessica H  Year 6 

It’s really grabbing to the reader 

and it is a book you can’t put 

down! 

 Whilst this has been a really busy week I would just like to say thank 

you to parents and carers for encouraging our children to ‘get        

involved.!’ I feel the activities that we have had planned this week, link 

beautifully not only to the season of Lent in giving , but also in       

encouraging our children to enjoy our fabulous new library. Giving up 

time to read to help others and ourselves! 

Also, just to confirm that the 20% of the sponsorship money from 

Readathon comes to school and will therefore help us stock further 

books for the school library. 

Thank you all for your time and effort in supporting the school, and 

remember you can get involved as much or as little as you like… every 

little helps, and that, as a Catholic school is what it is all about. 

Thank you! 

Mrs Box 

Don’t forget to have a look at our website to see 

some lovely pictures of our VERY busy week in 

school!! 

Didn’t everybody look wonderful this year for our World Book Day! 

Well done everybody– we have some very talented parents!! Any old 

costumes that no longer fit your child would be greatly appreciated 

for our EYFS/KS1 children. 

Thank you. 



READATHON CHALLENGE! 

 

 

 

This term I would like us all as a school to take part 

in the READATHON! Last week the children came 

home with a sponsorship card with further details. 

One lucky reader will receive a £10 National Book 

Token and the school  will also receive 20% of  

everything raised to purchase new books for our 

library in school. Remember every little amount 

helps– let’s see what we can do! 

Readathon challenge will start Wednesday 6th 

March and sponsor money to be returned by 

Wednesday 3rd April. 4 weeks worth of reading… 

Go for it!! 

BIRTHDAY CELEBRATIONS! 

 

 

Happy Birthday to Rosie R who will be celebrating her 

5th birthday this week. I hope you have a wonderful 

day Rosie! 

Pupils re– defining the Curriculum 

 

 

It has been lovely this week to work with groups 

of children across school, as well as our school 

council to help us in re-defining the curriculum. 

The children are amazing at telling us what they 

like, what they don’t like, and what they would 

like to do more of. They think it would be a  good 

idea to do a learning walk with the governors 

each term to give feedback on areas in school 

and outside play areas. I think it is a great idea 

too! 

Thank you boys and girls for all of your thoughts 

and opinions… they are much appreciated and 

valued. 

Well done! 

 

E– Safety reminder– please can I remind    

parents to be fully aware of the E– Safety 

guidelines when children are using the       

internet as well a playing on games. Always 

make sure your child is supervised whilst 

online or playing on games. 

Fairtrade Fortnight 

25th February– 8th March 

 

BAKE OFF WINNERS! 

Congratulations to the winners of our 

Bake Off Competition: 

1st– Ollie H 

2nd– Joshua D 

3rd– Kornel D 

 

Father Grieves had a wonderful time 

judging them and was very impressed 

with all of the entries. Thank you to 

everyone who took part, whether it 

was baking, buying, or both. 

Well done everybody! 

Photographs on our school website. 

Gardening Group 

 

During breaks and lunch times at school we are 

hoping to start a gardening group with any children 

interested. Their project will be to work on, and 

improve our Mary garden, as I am sure you have 

noticed it’s in need of a little TLC!! 

 

Mrs Arkley-Bond, our parent helper is going to be 

leading the sessions with small groups of children, 

who will also be involved in deciding on what plants 

etc. we need to improve the prayer garden Hope-

fully by Summer term it will look beautiful again! 

 


