
25th Sunday of Ordinary Time 20th September 2020

T he 25th Sunday of Ordinary Time                                    
Home Mission Sunday 

Theme: Generous to a fault                                                                  
My thoughts are not your thoughts, my ways not your ways   

-   Why be envious because I am generous?”                                                          

St Osmund’s has re-opened for Parish Mass 

Mass times:  Sunday 9.30am and  Tuesday 10.00am     
It is necessary to book in advance for both the Sunday and 

Tuesday Mass.    See left 

As the recent government and Local Authority Covid restrictions 
have come into place it is a good time for us all to reflect on the fact 
that the virus has not gone away and on the importance of keeping 
ourselves and others safe.

At the time of printing, it is understood that churches can remain 
open so long as they provide a Covid safe environment. St. Osmund’s 
has been risk assessed and is implementing government and diocesan 
requirements along with some additional measures that go beyond 
these requirements, such as:

•  Government requirements expect 2 metre social distancing or             
1 metre social distancing with face coverings.  At St. Osmund’s we 
have gone for a belt and braces approach keeping to 2 metre distance 
and face coverings.

•  Those attending Mass will notice that the church is filled from the 
front pews backwards - this minimises people having to walk past 
others.

•  During Mass we are asked to remain seated throughout - this 
maintains social distancing (which would vary if people were changing 
positions through standing or kneeling) and reduces the contact 
people have with surfaces.

The Sunday obligation remains suspended, however, there are 
many resources that will enable us to keep Sunday Holy included 
in this Bulletin and elsewhere. As the Catholic Bishops of 
England and Wales note we must “tread carefully “ and keep safe.

St. Osmund’s Parish Gainford

Welcome back to Mass                           
How to Book                                                        

A special booking answer phone number 
has been set up:  07796 282216                   

Please text the number above stating: 

Your Name:                                                           
Day you wish to attend                       
Number of individuals or                 
Number in Family Group and Contact 
Phone Number                              

You will be contacted to let you know if 
a place is available.  

Children’s Liturgy                                
A Children’s Liturgy that has been a very 
useful resource for parents and children 

throughout our Covid restrictions can be 
found by                                        

Clicking here                                                       
It is delivered by a Primary School teacher 

from Dunkeld. 

A Children’s Liturgy from Cafod is 
available on www.cafod.org.uk           

Click here 

Prayer Resources for Primary and 
Secondary age pupils  can be found on the 

Carmel College /Bishop Hogarth  website          
Click here 

Mass 0n-line 
St. Augustines Facebook Sun 9.15 am- 

Click here                                                 
Churches in the diocese - Click here                                                                                                       

Other churches in the UK and Ireland 
Click here                                                                                        

Mass by phone: 01642 130 120  

St Osmund’s Catholic Church, Gainford
Diocese of Hexham and Newcastle

Parish Priest: Father Ian Grieves Tel: 01325 730191
Website: www.stosmunds.co.uk     e-mail: enquiries@stosmunds.co.uk 

Hogarth Partnership 
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25th Sunday of Ordinary Time 20th September 2020
Readings for:  25th Sunday in Ordinary Time. 20th September

In the Catholic tradition, a Homily, interprets the readings, shining a light on the present and asking each one of us what we must change in our 
lives, from today. The challenge is not so much about recounting the history or retelling the story, but living the gospel.  

My thoughts are not your thoughts 
Seek the Lord while he is still to be found,
call to him while he is still near.
Let the wicked man abandon his way,
the evil man his thoughts.
Let him turn back to the Lord who will take pity on 
him, to our God who is rich in forgiving;
for my thoughts are not your thoughts,
my ways not your ways – it is the Lord who speaks.
Yes, the heavens are as high above earth
as my ways are above your ways,
my thoughts above your thoughts.

The Lord is close to all who call him. 
I will bless you day after day
and praise your name for ever.
The Lord is great, highly to be praised,
his greatness cannot be measured.

The Lord is kind and full of compassion,
slow to anger, abounding in love.
How good is the Lord to all,
compassionate to all his creatures.

The Lord is just in all his ways.
and loving in all his deeds.
He is close to all who call him,
who call on him from their hearts.

Life to me is Christ; but death would bring me 
more 
Christ will be glorified in my body, whether by my life 
or by my death. Life to me, of course, is Christ, but 
then death would bring me something more; but then 
again, if living in this body means doing work which is 
having good results – I do not know what I should 
choose. I am caught in this dilemma: I want to be gone 
and be with Christ, which would be very much the 
better, but for me to stay alive in this body is a more 
urgent need for your sake. Avoid anything in your 
everyday lives that would be unworthy of the gospel of 
Christ.

Alleluia, alleluia,                                                                      
Open our heart, O Lord , to accept the words of your 
Son.  Alleluia!    

Why be envious because I am generous? 
Jesus said to his disciples: ‘The kingdom of heaven is 
like a landowner going out at daybreak to hire workers 
for his vineyard. He made an agreement with the 
workers for one denarius a day, and sent them to his 
vineyard. Going out at about the third hour he saw 
others standing idle in the market place and said to 
them, “You go to my vineyard too and I will give you a 
fair wage.” So they went. At about the sixth hour and 
again at about the ninth hour, he went out and did the 
same. Then at about the eleventh hour he went out and 
found more men standing round, and he said to them, 
“Why have you been standing here idle all day?” 
“Because no one has hired us” they answered. He said to 
them, “You go into my vineyard too.” In the evening, 
the owner of the vineyard said to his bailiff, “Call the 
workers and pay them their wages, starting with the last 
arrivals and ending with the first.” So those who were 
hired at about the eleventh hour came forward and 
received one denarius each. When the first came, they 
expected to get more, but they too received one 
denarius each. They took it, but grumbled at the 
landowner. “The men who came last” they said “have 
done only one hour, and you have treated them the 
same as us, though we have done a heavy day’s work in 
all the heat.” He answered one of them and said, “My 
friend, I am not being unjust to you; did we not agree 
on one denarius? Take your earnings and go. I choose to 
pay the last comer as much as I pay you. Have I no right 
to do what I like with my own? Why be envious because 
I am generous?” Thus the last will be first, and the first, 
last.’
Copyright: Scripture readings from the Jerusalem Bible are  
published and copyright 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton, Longman & 
Todd, Ltd and Doubleday, a division of Random House, Inc. Text of 
the Psalms: Copyright © 1963, The Grail (England). Used with 
permission of A.P. Watt Ltd. All rights reserved.                                   

Act of Spiritual Communion                                                            
My Jesus, I believe that you are present in the Holy Sacrament 
of the altar. I love you above all things  and I passionately 
desire to receive you into my soul. Since I cannot at this moment 
receive you sacramentally, come at least  spiritually into my 
soul. I embrace you as if you were already there and unite 
myself wholly to you. Never let me be separated from you. 
Amen.     

Please remember in your Prayers                         
The Sick of the Parish                                                
Christopher Smith, Irene Mulholland, Cath Simpson, Patrick 
Doherty, Julie Hall, Joan Towers, Toni Neville and Fr. Wilfred 
Elkin.

  Bidding Prayers St. Osmund’s Click here                                                                                                  

First reading Isaiah 55:6-9

Responsorial Psalm 144(145):2-3,8-9,17-18

Second reading Philippians 1:20-24,27

Gospel Acclamation cf.Ac16:14

Gospel Matthew 20:1-16

St. Osmund’s Parish Gainford

https://www.stosmunds.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/Bidding-Prayers-6-September-2020.pdf
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                                                   Reflection on the Readings
If I did a full day’s work and the person next to me only did half a day’s work, but we were both paid the exact same, I would have every right 
to be angry. Why should the other person be paid the same as me, if I did far more work than them? This seems to be what the gospel this Sunday 
tells us. Or is it?
A landowner goes out very early in the morning and hires workers. He hires them for the work he thinks they can do. They even agree on what 
pay they are to receive. We are also told that he went out four more times to hire more workers; clearly he had more work than he realised. At 
the end of the day’s work, the landowner pays all the workers the same wages. This is when the argument starts. The first group of workers are 
angry with the landowner and envious of the other workers. The landowner’s generosity is questioned by the early workers, even though they 
had agreed the pay between themselves before the work started. However the landowner replies quickly saying to them, ‘have I no right to what 
I like with my own? Why are you jealous because I am generous?’
What is Jesus trying to teach us through this parable? Historically, the Pharisees where the ones who saw themselves as most deserving of God’s 
friendship and they guarded it with all their strength and power. The ‘latecomers’ who are treated the same as the first hired workers are those 
who are sick and poor; the deaf, the blind and the crippled. These are the people about whom Jesus spoke when he said I have come to bring good 
news to the poor. The people the Pharisees look down and despise are the very ones that Jesus welcomes and eats with.
Jesus turned everything on its head. He spoke to those no one else would have listened to. He sat and ate with those who were considered to be 
sinners and outsiders. Unlike the Pharisees, these ‘latecomers’ are welcomed with open arms and a generous heart. This reminds us how the 
prodigal son was welcomed when he returned home. The message of love, mercy and forgives are meant for them too. They need it the most!
The way God works in and through people’s lives are not our ways. We read this in the first reading; my mays are not your ways… my thoughts 
are not your thoughts.’ God does not deal with or treat people as we do.
Jesus asks me not to be like the first group of workers or the Pharisees. I am challenged not to be jealous or envious when God treats others in the 
same way as me. We are all invited by God to build the Kingdom. Some people are called by God before we are. Some will be called after us. It 
doesn’t matter when we are called; all we have to do is wait and to be ready when God calls us.                                                                                                                                                                                               
Michael Moore OMI oblates.ie

Pastoral Message from Bishop Robert Byrne CO 
Bishop Robert Byrne CO has released a pastoral video 
message regarding the reopening of our churches and how we 
are managing this throughout the diocese.www.rcdhn.org.uk  
Click here

Food Banks                                                             
The Well: 46 East Green, West Auckland. DL14 9HJ. Opening 

times: Wednesday-Friday 9am - 3pm                                   

Kings Food Bank: King’s Church, Prospect Place, Whessoe 

Rd., Darlington. DL3 0QT Opening times: Mon, Wed, Fri, 

1pm -3pm                                                                                    

St. Columba’s: St Columba’s Church, Clifton Ave., 

Darlington DL1 5EE. Opening time: Fri 1pm -3pm.  Items 

may be left at the Foodbanks during their opening times or 

placed in St. Osmund’s Church porch. Please do not make 

any unnecessary journeys. Stay Safe 

Offertory                                                      
If you wish to make your donations directly to St. 
Osmund’s. Bank account details are:                             
HSBC: D.H & N Gainford St. Osmund’s                     
Account No. 41164015    Sort Code 40-34-18.  This is the only 
account for donations to St. Osmund’s Parish. 

Thank you to all who, in the absence of our usual weekly 
Offertory collections, have used the parish bank details in this 
Bulletin to continue their contributions. It is much appreciated. 

Thanks also to those who have continued with their regular 
standing orders. These are simple and secure ways of making an 
offering to the parish. Offerings can be left in the basket at 
Church at the Masses on Sunday and Tuesday.

Charity Swim                                                      
On Sunday 13th September Matthew Mc Auley was due to 
take part in the 11 mile Windermere One-way Swim, raising 
funds for two charities:Young Minds and Spinal 
Muscular Atrophy.  However at 5am prior to a 6.30am start 
the event was cancelled due to high winds reaching up to 
45mph +.  The organisers made the decision on the grounds 
of safety for the swimmers their accompanying Kayakers and 
support teams.  Having got to the start line before the 
decision to cancel, Matthew was very disappointed, however 
he is looking forward to next year and has left this message:

A message from Matthew: Thank you all so much 
for your kindness and generosity supporting Anna through 
SMA and supporting the vital work of Young Minds.  Sadly 
the event was cancelled due to high winds making it unsafe, 
but there has been a lot of hard work gone on just to stand at 
the start line. You have helped to raise over £1300 and I knew 
that I had succeeded even before I had set off. It has been a 
hard year for charities and your support has made a huge 
difference.  Bring on Windermere 2021.  God Bless all.

You can donate on his Justgiving page by  Clicking here 

Best wishes for a safe, happy and healthy 
week.

St. Osmund’s Parish Gainford

https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=18&v=NE3g86qB3pM&feature=emb_logo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=18&v=NE3g86qB3pM&feature=emb_logo
https://www.justgiving.com/team/Windermerechallenge
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