
28th Sunday of Ordinary Time 11th October 2020

The 28th Sunday of Ordinary Time 

Theme: Everyone is invited                                                                           
“The wedding is ready; but as those who were invited proved to be 
unworthy, go to the crossroads in the town and invite everyone you 

can find to the wedding.”       

Destitute Asylum Seekers in dire need:
The Covid-19 Pandemic is having a profound effect on destitute asylum 
seekers locally who receive no financial support or accommodation from 
Government. Details can be found on the diocesan website: 
www.rcdhn.org.uk or  click here to see how you can help.  
     

The Holy Father recognises the situation of the refugee a number of 
times in his new encyclical Fratelli Tutti, the temptation is there to ask: 
‘Where have you come from? Why have you come here?’ The Holy 
Father asks us to look deeper and say, you are a brother, a sister, that 
dignity is yours because you are a human being. The only valid response 
will be that of welcome,”   ‘Everyone is invited’

October : Month of the Holy Rosary 
On the 13th October 2020 there will be a ‘Rosary Whirlwind' across the 

British Isles. This will involve people across the country praying the rosary at 
8 pm. To sign up a group from your parish to be placed on the virtual map, 

access the website: www.rosaryonthecoast.co.uk. 
On the 31st October 2020, the diocese will be taking part in a Rosary Rally, 

with different dioceses from across the country having a designated time slot 
to ensure the rosary is prayed continuously throughout the day from 9 am to 

9 pm. For more information register at 
adminfaith.mission@diocesehn.org.uk.

                                              

Mass times:  Sunday 9.30am and  Tuesday 10.00am                 
It is necessary to book in advance for both the Sunday and Tuesday 

Mass.    See left

Due to Covid measures it is required that both the front and back doors 
in church  remain open to increase air circulation. It is getting chilly, 

so wrap up warmly, or even, think of bringing a blanket!

Darlington Ordinariate services at St. Osmund’s - Sunday 11.30am 
and Wednesday 10.00am

St. Osmund’s Parish Gainford

Welcome back to Mass                           
How to Book                                                        

A special booking answer phone number 
has been set up:  07796 282216                   

Please text the number above stating: 

Your Name:                                                           
Day you wish to attend                       
Number of individuals or                 
Number in Family Group and Contact 
Phone Number                              

You will be contacted to let you know if 
a place is available.  

Children’s Liturgy                                
A Children’s Liturgy that has been a very 
useful resource for parents and children 

throughout our Covid restrictions can be 
found by                                        

Clicking here                                                       
It is delivered by a Primary School teacher 

from Dunkeld. 

A Children’s Liturgy from Cafod is 
available on www.cafod.org.uk           

Click here 

Prayer Resources for Primary and 
Secondary age pupils  can be found on the 

Carmel College /Bishop Hogarth  website          
Click here 

Mass 0n-line 
St. Augustines Facebook Sun 9.15 am- 

Click here                                                 
Churches in the diocese - Click here                                                                                                       

Other churches in the UK and Ireland 
Click here                                                                                        

Mass by phone: 01642 130 120  

St Osmund’s Catholic Church, Gainford
Diocese of Hexham and Newcastle

Parish Priest: Father Ian Grieves Tel: 01325 730191
Website: www.stosmunds.co.uk     e-mail: enquiries@stosmunds.co.uk 

Hogarth Partnership 
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28th Sunday of Ordinary Time 11th October 2020
Readings for:  28th Sunday in Ordinary Time. 11th October 

In the Catholic tradition, a Homily, interprets the readings, shining a light on the present and asking each one of us what we must change in our 
lives, from today. The challenge is not so much about recounting the history or retelling the story, but living the gospel.  

The Lord will prepare a banquet for every nation 
On this mountain, the Lord of hosts will prepare for all 
peoples a banquet of rich food, a banquet of fine wines,
of food rich and juicy, of fine strained wines. On this 
mountain he will remove the mourning veil covering all 
peoples, and the shroud enwrapping all nations, he will 
destroy Death for ever. The Lord will wipe away the tears 
from every cheek; he will take away his people’s shame
everywhere on earth, for the Lord has said so. That day, it will 
be said: See, this is our God in whom we hoped for salvation;
the Lord is the one in whom we hoped. We exult and we 
rejoice that he has saved us; for the hand of the Lord rests on 
this mountain.

In the Lord’s own house shall I dwell for ever and ever. 
The Lord is my shepherd;
there is nothing I shall want.
Fresh and green are the pastures
where he gives me repose.
Near restful waters he leads me,
to revive my drooping spirit.

He guides me along the right path;
he is true to his name.
If I should walk in the valley of darkness
no evil would I fear.
You are there with your crook and your staff;
with these you give me comfort.

You have prepared a banquet for me
in the sight of my foes.
My head you have anointed with oil;
my cup is overflowing.

Surely goodness and kindness shall follow me
all the days of my life.
In the Lord’s own house shall I dwell
for ever and ever.

With the help of the One who gives me strength, there 
is nothing I cannot master 
I know how to be poor and I know how to be rich too. I have 
been through my initiation and now I am ready for anything 
anywhere: full stomach or empty stomach, poverty or plenty. 
There is nothing I cannot master with the help of the One 
who gives me strength. All the same, it was good of you to 
share with me in my hardships. In return my God will fulfil all 
your needs, in Christ Jesus, as lavishly as only God can. Glory 
to God, our Father, for ever and ever. Amen.

Alleluia, alleluia! The Word was made flesh and lived among 
us: to all who did accept him
he gave power to become children of God.
Alleluia!

Invite everyone you can to the wedding 
Jesus began to speak to the chief priests and elders of the 
people in parables: ‘The kingdom of heaven may be compared 
to a king who gave a feast for his son’s wedding. He sent his 
servants to call those who had been invited, but they would 
not come. Next he sent some more servants. “Tell those who 
have been invited” he said “that I have my banquet all 
prepared, my oxen and fattened cattle have been slaughtered, 
everything is ready. Come to the wedding.” But they were not 
interested: one went off to his farm, another to his business, 
and the rest seized his servants, maltreated them and killed 
them. The king was furious. He despatched his troops, 
destroyed those murderers and burnt their town. Then he 
said to his servants, “The wedding is ready; but as those who 
were invited proved to be unworthy, go to the crossroads in 
the town and invite everyone you can find to the wedding.” 
So these servants went out on to the roads and collected 
together everyone they could find, bad and good alike; and 
the wedding hall was filled with guests. When the king came 
in to look at the guests he noticed one man who was not 
wearing a wedding garment, and said to him, “How did you 
get in here, my friend, without a wedding garment?” And the 
man was silent. Then the king said to the attendants, “Bind 
him hand and foot and throw him out into the dark, where 
there will be weeping and grinding of teeth.” For many are 
called, but few are chosen.

Copyright: Scripture readings from the Jerusalem Bible are  
published and copyright 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton, Longman & 
Todd, Ltd and Doubleday, a division of Random House, Inc. Text of 
the Psalms: Copyright © 1963, The Grail (England). Used with 
permission of A.P. Watt Ltd. All rights reserved.                                   

Act of Spiritual Communion                                                            
My Jesus, I believe that you are present in the Holy Sacrament 
of the altar. I love you above all things  and I passionately 
desire to receive you into my soul. Since I cannot at this moment 
receive you sacramentally, come at least  spiritually into my 
soul. I embrace you as if you were already there and unite 
myself wholly to you. Never let me be separated from you. 
Amen.     

Please remember in your Prayers                         
The Sick of the Parish                                                
Christopher Smith, Irene Mulholland, Cath Simpson, Patrick 
Doherty, Julie Hall, Joan Towers, Toni Neville and Fr. Wilfred 
Elkin.

 Bidding Prayers - St. Osmund’s Click here                                                                                                  
 

First reading Isaiah 25:6-10

Responsorial Psalm 22(23)

Second reading  Philippians 4:12-14,19-20

Gospel Acclamation Jn1:14,12

Gospel  Matthew 22:1-14

St. Osmund’s Parish Gainford

https://www.stosmunds.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/Bidding-Prayers-27-September-2020.pdf
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Reflection on the Readings                                                                                                          
In both the Jewish and Christian scriptures, the image and symbol of the feasts, weddings and celebrations are used to describe God’s 
generosity and the joy of the God’s Kingdom.                                                                                                                                                                       
This is the parable that Jesus offers us today. He is as usual talking to the chief priest and elders. A king sends out not only one set of 
invitations but two to everyone on the occasion of his son’s wedding. This is a royal wedding and it’s going to be a big event. But when he 
sends out his servants a second time to invite the guests, they all give badly thought out and weak excuses why they are unable to attend the 
wedding. The king was furious. He sends his servants to the villages and crossroads to invite every and anyone to the feast. And, we are told, 
the wedding hall was filled with guests. However, all is not as it seems. The king sees a guest who is not wearing a wedding garment and has 
this man removed from the celebration. The king has the final word of warning; ‘For many are called, but few are chosen.’                                                                                                                                                                                                                     
The king in the parable goes through a range of emotions and reactions. At first he is furious when the invited guests refuse his generosity. 
Then he is overcome with kindness and invites outsiders and strangers to the wedding. Finally in anger and rage he has a guest thrown from 
the wedding! If the wedding is a symbol for the Kingdom of God and the King is God, what are we to make of all this today? Are we going 
to be treated similarly?                                                                                                                                                                                                                
The invitation in scripture and from Jesus is ‘come to the feast, the wedding.’ We read this in today’s first reading from Isaiah. ‘The Lord will 
prepare for all people a banquet of rich food, of fine wine…. we will exult and rejoice because God has saved us.’ So through God’s gracious 
generosity, all people are invited to this sacred and divine party, just as in the gospel parable. But, and there is always a ‘but’ with Jesus; there 
is a cost to this invitation. Accepting the invitation to the feast and of being a follower of Jesus comes with great responsibility.                                                                                                                                                                                                                       
Those of us who are invited to the feast and accept the invitation are not to be careless, casual or complacent. There is nothing automatic 
about the invitation or accepting it. My personal invitation does not automatically mean attendance and if I do turn up, does not necessarily 
mean celebration.  If I accept this precious invitation from God, then it comes with expectations.                                                                           
The expectation is that we will arrive for the celebration ready and prepared to join the party, that we will arrive ‘dressed ’ suitably for the 
wedding. What is the best and most appropriate dress code for this banquet? St. Paul himself tells us; ‘You are God’s chosen people, his saints, 
and you should cloth yourself in genuine compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience… over all these clothes… put on love.. 
(Col.3.12).                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           
It is through how we live our daily lives and treat others that we prepare for the fullness of God’s Banquet and Kingdom. Each day may we 
do our best to be genuine, compassionate, kind, humble, gentle, patient and loving. Why? Because Jesus requests the pleasure of our company 
at a meal to be given in his honour.     – Br Michael Moore OMI oblates.ie                                                                                                      

Fratelli Tutti - the Pope’s new encyclical  															
Fratelli tutti, with its powerful social meditation on the Good 

Samaritan, who recognises love and attention as the 
preeminent law and model for creative social friendship, is a 
call to everyone to take action.  To read the full encyclical 
click	here   (Reading this may be one action we can take this 

week in response to the scripture readings.)                        																																																																																													

Offertory                                                                                                                                                                           
If you wish to make your donations directly to St. 

Osmund’s. Bank account details are:                                                    
HSBC: D.H & N Gainford St. Osmund’s.                       

Account No. 41164015    Sort Code 40-34-18.                                                                     
This is the only account for donations to St. Osmund’s 

Parish.                                                                                                          
Thank you to all who, in the absence of our usual weekly 
Offertory collections, have used the parish bank details in 

this Bulletin to continue their contributions. It is much 
appreciated. Thanks also to those who have continued with 
their regular standing orders. These are simple and secure 
ways of making an offering to the parish. Offerings can be 
left in the basket at Church at the Masses on Sunday and 

Tuesday.    

Best wishes for a safe, happy and 
healthy week

FoodBanks                                                                                                                                                                 
The Well: 46 East Green, West Auckland. DL14 9HJ. Opening 

times: Wednesday-Friday 9am - 3pm                                                 
Kings Food Bank: King’s Church, Prospect Place, Whessoe 
Rd., Darlington. DL3 0QT Opening times: Mon, Wed, Fri, 

1pm -3pm                                                                                    
St. Columba’s: St Columba’s Church, Clifton Ave., 
Darlington DL1 5EE. Opening time: Fri 1pm -3pm.                                           

Items may be left at the Foodbanks during their opening 
times or placed in St. Osmund’s Church porch. Please do not 

make any unnecessary journeys. Stay Safe       
St. Osmund’s Parish Gainford

http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/encyclicals/documents/papa-francesco_20201003_enciclica-fratelli-tutti.html
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