
32nd Sunday of Ordinary Time 8th November 2020

32nd Sunday of Ordinary Time                              
Theme:  Keep watch 

“Those who were ready went in with him to the wedding hall and the door 
was closed.”

      

(Remembrance Sunday) 
“We believe that Jesus died and rose again, and that it will be the same for 
those who have died in Jesus: God will bring them with him.”

Update: From 5th November churches are closed for public worship.                    
      They will be able to open for private prayer.

There will be no Mass at St. Osmunds during the current lockdown.
Fr. Grieves has decided that the church will be open for private prayer on 
Sundays from 9.30am -  10.30 am and from 11.30 am - 12.30 pm.  There is 
no need to book and all are welcome. For those wishing to access online 
Mass the following links may be useful.

    Mass 0n-line 
St. Augustines Facebook - www.facebook.com/staugustineschurchdarlington 

Sunday 9.15 Click here                                                                                                             
Other churches in the diocese www.rcdhn.org.uk Click here                                                            

Walsingham: www.walsingham.org.uk Click here                                                       
Other churches in the UK and Ireland Click here                                                      

Vatican - Click here 

Mass by phone: 01642 130 120 

Remembrance Sunday - Churches Together in 
Gainford.  A socially distanced Remembrance Day 
service is due to go ahead. The service and act of 
remembrance will take place on the Village Green on 
Sunday 8th November from 10.30am concluding with the 
11am silence.
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November: The Month of the 
Holy Souls 

 

How the seasons change, 
How certain it is that Summer

Gives way to Autumn
And the falling of the leaves

And the passing of so many things,
And the tears of one who grieves

Yet Winter gives way to Spring,
New Hope and life after suffering,

Lord, so it is, and certain too,
The promise of new life in you

After life’s woes and pains.
For our loved ones gone

No more strain and suffering now,                      
Beyond life’s struggles there awaits

 The joy of your embrace.
Thank you Lord. Amen

Children’s Liturgy                                
A Children’s Liturgy that has been a very 
useful resource for parents and children 

throughout our Covid restrictions can be 
found by                                        

Clicking here                                                       
It is delivered by a Primary School teacher 

from Dunkeld. 

A Children’s Liturgy from Cafod is 
available on www.cafod.org.uk           

Click here 

Prayer Resources for Primary and 
Secondary age pupils  can be found on the 

Carmel College /Bishop Hogarth  website          
Click here 
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32nd Sunday of Ordinary Time 8th November 2020
Readings for: 1st November

In the Catholic tradition, a Homily, interprets the readings, shining a light on the present and asking each one of us what we must change in our 
lives, from today. The challenge is not so much about recounting the history or retelling the story, but living the gospel.  

Wisdom is found by those who look for her 
Wisdom is bright, and does not grow dim. By those who 
love her she is readily seen, and found by those who 
look for her. Quick to anticipate those who desire her, 
she makes herself known to them. Watch for her early 
and you will have no trouble; you will find her sitting at 
your gates. Even to think about her is understanding 
fully grown; be on the alert for her and anxiety will 
quickly leave you. She herself walks about looking for 
those who are worthy of her and graciously shows 
herself to them as they go, in every thought of theirs 
coming to meet them.

For you my soul is thirsting, O God, my God 
O God, you are my God, for you I long;
for you my soul is thirsting.
My body pines for you
like a dry, weary land without water.

So I gaze on you in the sanctuary
to see your strength and your glory.
For your love is better than life,
my lips will speak your praise.

So I will bless you all my life,
in your name I will lift up my hands.
My soul shall be filled as with a banquet,
my mouth shall praise you with joy.

On my bed I remember you.
On you I muse through the night
for you have been my help;
in the shadow of your wings I rejoice.

Do not grieve about those who have died in Jesus 
We want you to be quite certain, brothers, about those 
who have died, to make sure that you do not grieve 
about them, like the other people who have no hope. 
We believe that Jesus died and rose again, and that it 
will be the same for those who have died in Jesus: God 
will bring them with him. We can tell you this from the 
Lord’s own teaching, that any of us who are left alive 
until the Lord’s coming will not have any advantage 
over those who have died. At the trumpet of God, the 
voice of the archangel will call out the command and 
the Lord himself will come down from heaven; those 
who have died in Christ will be the first to rise, and 
then those of us who are still alive will be taken up in 
the clouds, together with them; to meet the Lord in the 
air. So we shall stay with the Lord for ever. With such 
thoughts as these you should comfort one another.

Alleluia, alleluia!
Stay awake and stand ready,
because you do not know the hour
when the Son of Man is coming.
Alleluia!

The wise and foolish virgins 
Jesus told this parable to his disciples: ‘The kingdom of 
heaven will be like this: Ten bridesmaids took their 
lamps and went to meet the bridegroom. Five of them 
were foolish and five were sensible: the foolish ones did 
take their lamps, but they brought no oil, whereas the 
sensible ones took flasks of oil as well as their lamps. 
The bridegroom was late, and they all grew drowsy and 
fell asleep. But at midnight there was a cry, “The 
bridegroom is here! Go out and meet him.” At this, all 
those bridesmaids woke up and trimmed their lamps, 
and the foolish ones said to the sensible ones, “Give us 
some of your oil: our lamps are going out.” But they 
replied, “There may not be enough for us and for you; 
you had better go to those who sell it and buy some for 
yourselves.” They had gone off to buy it when the 
bridegroom arrived. Those who were ready went in with 
him to the wedding hall and the door was closed. The 
other bridesmaids arrived later. “Lord, Lord,” they said 
“open the door for us.” But he replied, “I tell you 
solemnly, I do not know you.” So stay awake, because 
you do not know either the day or the hour.’
Copyright: Scripture readings from the Jerusalem Bible are  published and copyright 
1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton, Longman & Todd, Ltd and Doubleday, a division of 
Random House, Inc. Text of the Psalms: Copyright © 1963, The Grail (England). Used 
with permission of A.P. Watt Ltd. All rights reserved.                                   

Act of Spiritual Communion                                                            
My Jesus, I believe that you are present in the Holy Sacrament 
of the altar. I love you above all things  and I passionately 
desire to receive you into my soul. Since I cannot at this moment 
receive you sacramentally, come at least  spiritually into my 
soul. I embrace you as if you were already there and unite 
myself wholly to you. Never let me be separated from you. 
Amen.                                                                                                       

Please remember in your Prayers .               
Recently deceased: Michael Ward - Eternal rest grant onto him 
O Lord.  We pray also for the family that they may be comforted at 
this time of loss and grief.                   

The Sick of the Parish                                                
Christopher Smith, Irene Mulholland, Cath 
Simpson, Patrick Doherty, Julie Hall, Joan Towers, 
Toni Neville and Fr. Wilfred Elkin.

First reading  Wisdom 6:12-16

Responsorial Psalm 62(63):2-8

Second reading 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18

Gospel Acclamation Mt 24:42-44

Gospel Matthew 25:1-13
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Reflection on the Readings     
How many times were you told as a child to be ready for an outing or for the arrival of visitors or for dinner or 
for something else when you simply wanted to stay as you were? There are times when it matters little whether we 
are ready or not. COVID-19 is teaching us that sometimes it really matters and today’s gospel parable depicts a 
situation where it is of crucial importance to be prepared. Wisdom resides in readiness, foolishness in failure to 
prepare. 
A parable is a story that usually requires us to wrestle a little. Because it is not straight forward it can be heard at 
different levels. Sometimes we hear nothing but an interesting story. At other times we are captured by some point 
which seems to be saying something significant to me, personally. 
In the gospel ten young women, sisters and cousins of the bridegroom set out to meet him and accompany him on 
the ritual journey of bringing the bride home. The groom had to make a ceremonial journey to the bride’s home 
from which her father officially handed her over to the husband. She was ritually “given away”. 
The women carried decorative lamps. According to custom the father-in-law and the husband spent time 
negotiating the dowry. In this story the haggling process went on a long time and the women, waiting outside, fell 
asleep. 
At midnight things began to happen, the little procession formed. It was dark but some of the women had 
anticipated a wait and had come prepared with extra oil. They took out their little flasks and got their lamps 
burning again. The other women hadn’t thought about the possibility of a wait so their lamps soon burned out. 
Now the dilemma! Do the wise share their oil and have a short burst of light for all? Or do they consider the 
purpose of the lamps and ensure that there is some light for the entire journey. 
The prepared women opt for the second solution but they encourage the others to search for another supplier. 
The foolish leave but the search takes time and when they get back the doors of the bridegroom’s house have been 
closed. Their lack of preparation has cost them a party and they have embarrassed their relative. 
The most important point of the story is watchfulness, and that implies wisdom. What can we do? Through 
prayer and doing our best to bring about a partnership of God and our community for the good of all we can show 
wisdom and remain watchful.
Cardinal Nichols and Archbishop Mc Mahon in their statement this week encourage us use this time of lockdown 
to: 
“….sustain each other in our patterns of prayer, joining a national shared moment of prayer each day at 6pm, and 
observing the Vigil of Christ the King (21st November) as a day of prayer for the ending of this pandemic. And we 
encourage you all in your practical service and support of each other and those around you in need. 
This pathway of prayer and service is the royal road we are to take as a gracious witness in our society today. “
Adapted Sr. Patricia Stevenson rsj 

Offertory                                                                                                                                                                           
If you wish to make your donations directly to St. Osmund’s. Bank account 
details are:                                                                                                                
HSBC: D.H & N Gainford St. Osmund’s.                                 
Account No. 41164015    Sort Code 40-34-18.                                                                     
This is the only account for donations to St. Osmund’s Parish.                                                                                                          
Thank you to all who, in the absence of our usual weekly Offertory 
collections, have used the parish bank details in this Bulletin to continue their 
contributions. It is much appreciated. Thanks also to those who have 
continued with their regular standing orders. These are simple and secure 
ways of making an offering to the parish. Offerings can be left in the basket at 
Church at the Masses on Sunday and Tuesday.    

Listening Skills Training 
A course for those who would like to support members of our 
parishes/partnerships who may be experiencing mental health issues. 
A six week online course beginning on Tuesday 10 November 2020 
at 6.30 pm on Zoom. For further information on the course, contact 
Oonagh Atkinson on 0191 389 1188. Application forms can be 
obtained from The Vicariate for Faith & Mission 
adminfaith.mission@diocesehn.org.uk or                              
tel: 0191 243 3316.  

FoodBanks                                                                                                                                                                 
The Well: 46 East Green, West Auckland. DL14 9HJ. Opening 

times: Wednesday-Friday 9am - 3pm                                                 
Kings Food Bank: King’s Church, Prospect Place, Whessoe 
Rd., Darlington. DL3 0QT Opening times: Mon, Wed, Fri, 

1pm -3pm                                                                                    
St. Columba’s: St Columba’s Church, Clifton Ave., 
Darlington DL1 5EE. Opening time: Fri 1pm -3pm.                                           

Items may be left at the Foodbanks during their opening 
times or placed in St. Osmund’s Church porch. Please do not 

make any unnecessary journeys. Stay Safe       

Best wishes for a safe, happy and 
healthy week
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