
The 4th Sunday of Lent 14th March 2021

Happy Mothering Sunday        

 The 4th Sunday of Lent - 14th March                                                                                                                                                                                   
Theme:    Saved                                                                                        

Yes, God loved the world so much that he gave his only Son,so that 
everyone who believes in him may not be lost but may have eternal 

life.                                                                          

St Osmund’s will be open for Parish Mass on                      
Sundays at 9.30am and Tuesdays at 10am                                                                                              

It will be necessary to book                                                                             
To book please text 07796 282216  giving your Name, Number 

of individuals or number in family group and a contact 
phone number.                                                                                                         

In considering attending Mass please particularly bear in mind your own 
health situation, that of others and current travel restrictions.   

Fr. Grieves’ Retirement                                                                                             
The parishioners of St. Osmund’s would like to thank Fr. Grieves for 

his long ministry and service to the parish. We wish him a healthy 
and fulfilling retirement.

Bishop Robert and Mgr. Newton have announced that a new priest will be joining 
St. Osmund’s after Easter with a ministry that includes St. Mary’s Barnard Castle 
and the Darlington Ordinariate. The letter from Bishop Robert and Msg Newton 

can be read later in the bulletin.       

Children’s Liturgy                                                                                               
A Children’s Liturgy that has been a very useful resource for parents and children 

throughout our Covid restrictions can be found by  Clicking here                                                                                                                  
It is delivered by a Primary School teacher from Dunkeld.                                          

A Children’s Liturgy from Cafod is available on www.cafod.org.uk  Click here   
Prayer Resources for Primary and Secondary age pupils  can 

be found on the Carmel College /Bishop Hogarth  website Click here

Please pray for the soul of Cath Simpson who died recently. Cath was a 
wonderful servant of the parish for many years and loved by all who knew 

her.  Her funeral took place last Tuesday.  She has been laid to rest in St. 
Osmund’s Church grounds. Please pray also for Bernadette and all the 

family for comfort and strength at this sad time.

St. Osmund’s Parish Gainford

FoodBanks                                            
The Well: 46 East Green, West Auckland. 

DL14 9HJ. Opening times: Wednesday-Friday 
9am - 3pm                                                     

Kings Food Bank: King’s Church, Prospect 
Place, Whessoe Rd., Darlington. DL3 0QT.                                                             
Opening times: Mon, Wed, Fri, 1pm -3pm                                                                                                                                                      

St. Columba’s: St Columba’s Church, Clifton 
Ave., Darlington DL1 5EE. Opening time: Fri 

1pm -3pm.                                                          
Items may be left at the Foodbanks during 

their opening times or placed in St. Osmund’s 
Church porch. Please do not make any 

unnecessary journeys. Stay Safe        

Offertory                                                                                                                                                                           
If you wish to make your donations directly to St. 
Osmund’s. Bank account details are:                                                                                                       
HSBC: D.H & N Gainford St. Osmund’s.                            
Account No. 41164015    Sort Code 40-34-18.                                
This is the only account for donations to St. 
Osmund’s Parish.                                                                                                          
Thank you to all who, in the absence of our usual 
weekly Offertory collections, have used the parish 
bank details in this Bulletin to continue their 
contributions. It is much appreciated. Thanks also 
to those who have continued with their regular 
standing orders. These are simple and secure ways 
of making an offering to the parish. Offerings can 
be left in the basket at Church when attending 
Mass on Sunday or Tuesday

Please Pray for:                                           
Cath Simpson who died recently                 
the sick of the Parish:                                                              
Christopher Smith, Patrick Doherty, Julie 
Hall, Joan Towers, Toni Neville and Fr 
Wilfred Elkin.                                              
Fr. Grieves as he approaches his 
retirement.   

St Osmund’s Catholic Church, Gainford
Diocese of Hexham and Newcastle

Parish Priest: Father Ian Grieves Tel: 01325 730191
Website: www.stosmunds.co.uk  

Hogarth Partnership 

St Anne, St Augustine, St Mary, St Osmund, St Teresa, St Thomas Aquinas, SS William & St Francis De Sale 
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Readings and Reflection for 4th Sunday of Lent - 14th March Laetare Sunday 

God's wrath and mercy are revealed in the exile and release 
of his people
All the heads of the priesthood, and the people too, added 
infidelity to infidelity, copying all the shameful practices of the 
nations and defiling the Temple that the Lord had consecrated for 
himself in Jerusalem. The Lord, the God of their ancestors, 
tirelessly sent them messenger after messenger, since he wished 
to spare his people and his house. But they ridiculed the 
messengers of God, they despised his words, they laughed at his 
prophets, until at last the wrath of the Lord rose so high against 
his people that there was no further remedy.
Their enemies burned down the Temple of God, demolished the 
walls of Jerusalem, set fire to all its palaces, and destroyed 
everything of value in it. The survivors were deported by 
Nebuchadnezzar to Babylon; they were to serve him and his sons 
until the kingdom of Persia came to power. This is how the word 
of the Lord was fulfilled that he spoke through Jeremiah, ‘Until 
this land has enjoyed its sabbath rest, until seventy years have 
gone by, it will keep sabbath throughout the days of its 
desolation.’
And in the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, to fulfil the word of 
the Lord that was spoken through Jeremiah, the Lord roused the 
spirit of Cyrus king of Persia to issue a proclamation and to have 
it publicly displayed throughout his kingdom: ‘Thus speaks 
Cyrus king of Persia, “The Lord, the God of heaven, has given 
me all the kingdoms of the earth; he has ordered me to build him 
a Temple in Jerusalem, in Judah. Whoever there is among you of 
all his people, may his God be with him! Let him go up.”’

O let my tongue cleave to my mouth if I remember you not! 
By the rivers of Babylon
there we sat and wept,
remembering Zion;
on the poplars that grew there
we hung up our harps.

For it was there that they asked us,
our captors, for songs,
our oppressors, for joy.
‘Sing to us,’ they said,
‘one of Zion’s songs.’

O how could we sing
the song of the Lord
on alien soil?
If I forget you, Jerusalem,
let my right hand wither!
O let my tongue
cleave to my mouth
if I remember you not,
if I prize not Jerusalem
above all my joys!

You have been saved through grace
God loved us with so much love that he was generous with his 
mercy: when we were dead through our sins, he brought us to 
life with Christ – it is through grace that you have been saved – 
and raised us up with him and gave us a place with him in 
heaven, in Christ Jesus.
  This was to show for all ages to come, through his goodness 
towards us in Christ Jesus, how infinitely rich he is in grace. 
Because it is by grace that you have been saved, through faith; 
not by anything of your own, but by a gift from God; not by 
anything that you have done, so that nobody can claim the credit. 
We are God’s work of art, created in Christ Jesus to live the good 
life as from the beginning he had meant us to live it.

Glory and praise to you, O Christ!
God loved the world so much that he gave his only Son:
everyone who believes in him has eternal life.
Glory and praise to you, O Christ!

God sent his Son so that through him the world might be saved
Jesus said to Nicodemus: ‘The Son of Man must be lifted up
as Moses lifted up the serpent in the desert, so that everyone who 
believes may have eternal life in him.
Yes, God loved the world so much that he gave his only Son,
so that everyone who believes in him may not be lost but may 
have eternal life. For God sent his Son into the world not to 
condemn the world, but so that through him the world might be 
saved. No one who believes in him will be condemned; but 
whoever refuses to believe is condemned already, because he has 
refused to believe in the name of God’s only Son.
On these grounds is sentence pronounced: that though the light 
has come into the world men have shown they prefer darkness to 
the light because their deeds were evil. And indeed, everybody 
who does wrong hates the light and avoids it, for fear his actions 
should be exposed; but the man who lives by the truth comes out 
into the light, so that it may be plainly seen that what he does is 
done in God.’
Copyright: Scripture readings from the Jerusalem Bible are  published and 
copyright 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton, Longman & Todd, Ltd and 
Doubleday, a division of Random House, Inc. Text of the Psalms: Copyright © 
1963, The Grail (England). Used with permission of A.P. Watt Ltd. All rights 
reserved.                                                                                            
Act of Spiritual Communion                                                              
My Jesus, I believe that you are present in the Holy Sacrament of the 
altar. I love you above all things  and I passionately desire to receive 
you into my soul. Since I cannot at this moment receive you 
sacramentally, come at least  spiritually into my soul. I embrace you as 
if you were already there and unite myself wholly to you. Never let me 
be separated from you. Amen.                                      
 Mass 0n-line 
S t. Augustines Facebook - Click here Sun. 9.15                                                                                                                                                           
Other churches in the diocese Click here                                                                                                                                                       
Walsingham: www.walsingham.org.uk Click here                                                                                                                                                     
Other churches in the UK and Ireland Click here                                                                                                                                               
Vatican - Click here                                                                                
Mass by phone: 01642 130 12 

First reading 2 Chronicles 36:14-16,19-23

Responsorial Psalm 136(137):1-6

Second reading Ephesians 2:4-10

Gospel Acclamation Jn3:16

Gospel John 3:14-21

St. Osmund’s Parish Gainford

https://www.facebook.com/staugustineschurchdarlington/
http://www.rcdhn.org.uk/index.php
http://www.walsingham.org.uk
https://www.churchservices.tv/whats-on-now/
https://www.catholictv.org/shows/papal-programming
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Reflection on the Readings 4th Sunday of  Lent  -   14th March. Laetare Sunday                                                                                              

In the Catholic tradition, a Homily, interprets the readings, shining a light on the present and asking each one of us what we must change in our  
lives, from today. The challenge is not so much about recounting the history or retelling the story, but living the gospel.  

The following reflection on the readings for this Sunday are from the resources prepared by the diocese to help support us on our Lenten Journey.  
This year we are encouraged to reflect on what it means to be Missionary Disciples. Further resources including Daily Reflections are available on 

the diocesan website at rcdhn.org.uk 

‘God loved the world so much that he gave his only Son...’ It seems that no matter how many times I hear those words I still struggle to 
wrap my head around this fact! It’s mind-boggling! The Creator of the entire universe loves each and every one of us so much that he 
was willing to send his Son, willing to take on our human condition, to come to us as a servant; more than that, to suffer and die for us 
and to desire to spend the rest of eternity with us! When I pause and try to take it all in I can’t help but wonder why?

God certainly didn’t need to do any of that, and if he really wanted to save us, all he had to do was raise a divine finger and simply 
will it to be: that would have been more than enough. So why then did he send his Son?

The traditional - and still valid - answer is that we had messed things up so much. Time and time again we had demonstrated our 
capacity to make crooked what God had made straight, to turn upside down what God had put the right way up. Time and time 
again we demonstrated our unwillingness to listen to the prophets he sent us, to follow the laws he wrote for us: both the ones on stone 
tablets and the ones written in our hearts. We repeatedly demonstrated our capacity to hurt ourselves and others. Finally, despite 
revealing himself to us, we clung to our skewed images and flawed ideas of God.

Saint Augustine said, ‘Only God could break through our deafness.’ When we were so caught up in ourselves, only God could reach out 
to us and get our attention. Only God could bridge the divide we had put up between him and us. What’s truly astounding is how God 
chose to do it: he took on flesh and blood and then died for us. ‘No one has greater love than this,’ he said, and then showed us by power 
of his example.

Today, the Lenten purple softens and becomes rose. We’re invited to pause our journey for a moment and see how far God’s grace has 
already brought us. God loves us, and despite our best efforts, nothing will frustrate his love for us or his plan for us to spend eternity 
with him. The proof of that is Jesus Christ, crucified, and our response is twofold: to be thankful and to love God back with all our 
heart, mind, body and soul.

Fr Christopher Hancock MHM, Our Lady of Mercy, Sunderland.

Bidding Prayers St. Osmund’s click here 
     
SIX BIBLE STUDIES ON THE LENTEN SUNDAY GOSPELS
Six Wednesday evening Bible Study sessions, to break-open each Lenten Sunday Gospel. You will experience Sunday Mass in a new 
way! Mauro Iannicelli will walk you through the forthcoming Sunday Gospel with in-depth teaching and stimulating questions.
The sessions  are delivered with ‘Expository Preaching’ teaching method & with ‘Life-Application’ questions.
Wed 17th Feb - Wed 24 Mar, 2021 | 7pm - 8:30pm (Free & Live sessions)

Info & Registration: https://comeandsee.org/lent 

Lenten Daily Reflections from the Diocese of Hexham and Newcastle: 
This year as we enter Lent, we are considering what it means to be Missionary Disciples. Reflecting on our 
calling ‘To go and make disciples’, the Vicariate for Faith & Mission has worked with Clergy and Laity to 
produce daily reflections that offer support as you reflect on the readings for the day. The written Short 
Daily Reflections are available in various formats to view online, download and print, or to receive as a daily 
email direct to your inbox.   Lenten Daily Reflections available at rcdhn.org.uk  Click here

Literary Competition 8-10 Year-Olds
The North East Catholic Writers` Guild are running a literary competition for schoolchildren – 

the theme is: 

   “Compose a hopeful prayer for this difficult time”

 Maximum 20 lines. The lines don`t have to rhyme. Open to 8-10 year-olds. 
Please include your age, name, address and phone number and send to: 

Veronica Whitty,Secretary, Catholic Writers` Guild (NE), 51 Queen`s Crescent, Wallsend, NE28 
8DW  Or e-mail: veronicawhitty@hotmail.comDeadline: 8th April 2021  
NB: Entries: excludes anyone related to any member of the Guild or related to anyone connected with the Northern Cross. 

St. Osmund’s Parish Gainford
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Happy Mothers Day 

Today we celebrate the 4th Sunday of Lent. The Fourth Sunday of Lent is called Laetare 
Sunday, when the Church takes a bit of breather from Lenten practice and opens Mass with 
the Entrance Antiphon, “Rejoice, Jerusalem … Be joyful, all who were in 
mourning!” – taken from Isaiah 66:10. The vestments of the Sunday Liturgy will be in 
rose colour and reminds us of the event we look forward at the end of the penitential 
season and the joy in anticipation of the Resurrection.

As Pope Innocent III said: Today is the middle of Lent, so some relaxation ought to be provided, lest the faithful break down 
under the severity of their Lenten fasts. So rose vestments are used, flowers too. Simnel cakes were often baked for the 
day. It’s also in our country Mothering Sunday – and we wish all mothers a very happy day! In medieval England, today 
was a holiday from work when people went home to the mother church in which they were baptised.  As families 
gathered, they gave gifts to their mothers, hence Mothering Sunday, a day we pray for our mothers too. 

Please remember to say a prayer to the Blessed Virgin for your mother and grandmother.
Adapted from Our Lady of Lourdes and St. Swithan’s Portsmouth 

Lent Fundraising Campaigns
Infantile Pompe Fundraising  Campaign - Liz and John 

John & I are walking 10,000 steps, daily, for 40 days in Lent in order to raise money for the charity, AGSD uk and in particular, to 
support families who have children suffering from Infantile Pompe disease - a very worthy cause! 
We have found out that there are presently about 33 families in the UK that have a child born with Infantile Pompe disease & a 
few more are born every year. It’s good to know the funds we raise will go specifically to supporting these families at times of great 
need such as stays in hospital or traveling costs. One family lives in Cornwall but has to travel and stay in Bristol every time their 
child is hospitalized. Money we raise will be ringfenced and is going to be put into a fund called ‘Reggie’s Gift UK’ 

If you would like to donate you can place a contribution in an envelope labelled John and Liz and drop it off at Church or by going 
online to Liz’s page on the uk.virginmoneygiving.com Details attached in the accompanying letter. 

Cafod are planning Lent with a difference this year – they want to give the boot to water poverty.
1 in 3 people in the world don’t have access to safe drinking water.  The Walk for Water Challenge is to do 10,000 steps per day for 
40 days.  If you wish to take part you can find out more at: https://walk.cafod.org.uk/about
Alternatively Clare is taking part in the challenge and would welcome your support. You can place a contribution in an envelope 
and drop it off at Church or go to Clare’s page on the Cafod website:  Details attached in the accompanying letter. 

Announcement from the Bishop Robert Byrne and Monsignor Keith Newton 
When we wrote to you before Christmas, following the announcement of Fr Grieves' retirement, we expressed the hope 
that a suitable priest of the Ordinariate of Our Lady of Walsingham would be able to follow Fr Grieves. We have consulted 
the Bowes Memorial Trust and are now delighted to tell you that a priest has been identified who is happy to move after 
Easter to minister to both the Diocesan parishes of St Mary’s Barnard Castle and St Osmund’s Gainford, and to the 
Ordinariate mission based at St Osmund's.  
Although he is a priest incardinated in the Ordinariate of Our Lady of Walsingham, he will be serving all the Catholics in 
the area whether they are diocesan or ordinariate and we ask you to pray for him as he prepares to move to be with you.  
With the assurance of our prayers during these difficult days
Yours sincerely in Christ

The Right Revd Robert Byrne Cong Orat     The Right Revd Mgr Keith Newton P.A.
Bishop of Hexham and Newcastle Ordinary of the Personal Ordinariate of Our Lady of Walsingham

Spring Clean and tidy up of wooded area on the drive up to Church: Volunteers 
Saturday 27th March from 10.00am 

Please bring your own equipment and refreshments

                                                                               
               Busy week next week: St. Patrick’s Day - Wednesday, Feast of St Joseph -  Friday, not to be 
forgotten St. Cyril of Jerusalem - Thursday and finishing with International Day of Happiness Saturday                                                            

Best wishes for a safe, happy and healthy week ahead   
St. Osmund’s Parish Gainford

http://www.fathersforgood.org/ffg/en/big_four/laetare_sunday.html
http://www.fathersforgood.org/ffg/en/big_four/laetare_sunday.html
http://uk.virginmoneygiving.com
https://walk.cafod.org.uk/about
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