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    Pupil premium strategy statement         

This statement details our school’s use of pupil premium (and recovery premium for the 
2021 to 2022 academic year) funding to help improve the attainment of our 
disadvantaged pupils.  

It outlines our pupil premium strategy, how we intend to spend the funding in this 
academic year and the effect that last year’s spending of pupil premium had within our 
school.  

School overview 

Detail Data 

School name St Mary’s RC Primary 
School 

Number of pupils in school  82 

Proportion (%) of pupil premium eligible pupils 8.5% 

Academic year/years that our current pupil premium 
strategy plan covers (3 year plans are recommended) 

2020/21 

2021/22 

2022/23 

Date this statement was published 06/12/2021 

Date on which it will be reviewed 31/12/2022 

Statement authorised by Emma Curran 

Pupil premium lead Lesley Box 

Governor / Trustee lead Julie Best 

Funding overview 

Detail Amount 

Pupil premium funding allocation this academic year £10765 

Recovery premium funding allocation this academic year £2000 

Pupil premium funding carried forward from previous 
years (enter £0 if not applicable) 

£0 

Total budget for this academic year 

If your school is an academy in a trust that pools this 
funding, state the amount available to your school this 
academic year 

£12765 
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Part A: Pupil premium strategy plan 

Statement of intent 

 

At St Mary’s Primary School our practice is developed to ensure the individual needs of 

our pupils are met, including those of our most vulnerable pupils. As a result of our 

work, Pupil Premium Funding is allocated based upon our understanding of the needs 

of the individual pupils, ensuring that they benefit from interventions and activities 

based on accurate understanding of what support best suits each pupil. Through this 

we aim to overcome barriers to learning and accelerate progress so that these pupils 

achieve similar outcomes to their peers and diminish the difference between those 

pupils entitled to Pupil Premium and those who are not. 

The funding received is to help improve the attainment of and benefit full cohorts, it is 

not a personal budget for individual children. 

Challenges 

This details the key challenges to achievement that we have identified among our 
disadvantaged pupils. 

Challenge 
number 

Detail of challenge  

1 Children arrive into EYFS from nursery settings with gaps in their learning. 

2 75% of PP pupils also have SEND including cognition and learning difficulties, 
social/emotional difficulties which impacts upon academic progress and achieving 
national expectations and greater depth. 

3 Lack of parental support at home and involvement/engagement of those families 
whose children are eligible for PP may lead to a lack of progress. 

4 Some of our PP children are at risk of their low attendance rates impacting upon their 

progress, exacerbated by the C-19 pandemic. 

5 The negative effect the Covid-19 pandemic, lockdown and school closures has had on 
the emotional wellbeing and heightened anxieties of PP children. 

Intended outcomes  

This explains the outcomes we are aiming for by the end of our current strategy plan, 

and how we will measure whether they have been achieved. 
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Intended outcome Success criteria 

At the end of EYFS PP children will meet 
GLD requirements in line with national 
averages. 

Percentage of PP children achieving GLD 
meets or exceeds national averages.+ 

 

Reduce the difference between pupils 

eligible for PP and other children in school 

achieving Greater Depth. 

Most PP children with SEND will meet 

end of year expectations. SEND reviews 

and school tracking systems will show 

accelerated progress and good value-

added scores. 

Improved partnership and relationships 
between school and parents/carers 
ensuring that all children are consistently 
supported both at home and in school.  

The PP/NPP progress gap will narrow 
because responsibilities for teachers, 
parents and pupils are clearly 
communicated and shared. 

Parents/carers clearly understand the 
impact of low attendance and lost learning 
on their child’s education.  

PP pupils to have Improved attendance 
rates in line with the national average. 

The children feel happy, safe and settled 
ready to learn both in school and at home 
if necessary and that both the children 
and their families know they continue to 
be well supported and a valued member 
of our school community. 

Our children have a better understanding 
of different, and often difficult, emotions 
and feelings they may have experienced 
during this unprecedented time. 

Pupil voice will show a higher % of 
children feeling happy, safe and settled 
in school. 

Nurture intervention will reduce due to 
lower numbers of children requiring 
additional support to meet their 
emotional wellbeing needs. 
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Activity in this academic year 

This details how we intend to spend our pupil premium (and recovery premium funding) 

this academic year to address the challenges listed above. 

Teaching (for example, CPD, recruitment and retention) 

Budgeted cost: £6200 

Activity Evidence that supports this 
approach 

Challenge 
number(s) 
addressed 

Recruit an experienced 

EYFS/Nursery teacher 

The EEF ‘Guide to Pupil Premium’ 

states that “good teaching is the most 

important lever schools have to 

improve outcomes for disadvantaged 

pupils” 

1 

Nuffield Early 
Language 
Intervention (NELI) 
training for EYFS TA 

Several robust evaluations has led 
to NELI being the most well-
evidence early language programme 
available to schools in England. 

1 

Purchase Sounds 
Write Phonics 
programme and 
matching decodable 
books  

DfE states that all primary schools 
need to have a consistent approach 
to delivering phonics and to ensure 
are exactly matched. 

1 

2 

 

 

Targeted academic support (for example, tutoring, one-to-one support 

structured interventions)  

Budgeted cost: £4750 

Activity Evidence that supports this 
approach 

Challenge 
number(s) 
addressed 

Quality 1-2-1 daily 
phonics interventions 
led by experienced 
TA and linked to daily 
teaching. 

EEF Toolkit – ‘Closing the 
Disadvantaged Gap’  

“One to one tuition approaches can 
enable pupils to make effective 
progress by providing intensive, 
targeted academic support to those 
identified as having low prior 
attainment or at risk of falling 
behind.” 

2 
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Targeted support in 

the form of additional 

small group 

interventions as well 

as classroom support. 

 

Some studies (evaluation of Every 

Child Counts) suggest that greater 

feedback from the teacher, more 

sustained engagement in smaller 

groups, or work which is more closely 

matched to learners’ needs explains 

the impact of small group 

intervention. 

 

1 

2 

 

Lexia, spelling and 
maths shed used 
across the whole 
school as a learning 
tool and to offer further 
opportunity for parents 
to become more in-
volved with their child’s 
learning. 
 

EEF evidence suggests that 

increasing parental engagement in 

primary and secondary schools had 

on average two to three months’ 

positive impact. The EEF website 

states ‘Parents play a crucial role in 

supporting their children’s learning, 

and levels of parental engagement 

are consistently associated with 

children’s academic outcomes’ 

2 

3 

 

 

Wider strategies (for example, related to attendance, behaviour, 

wellbeing) 

Budgeted cost: £ 2355 

Activity Evidence that supports this 
approach 

Challenge 
number(s) 
addressed 

Engage the services of 

a school counsellor for 

individual fortnightly 

therapy sessions. 

The NHS ‘School based counselling 

review’ states: - 

Many pupils report improvements in 
their capacity to study and learn 
following counselling and frequently 
report that counselling helps them to 
concentrate. 

5 

School to tailor com-
munications to encour-
age positive partner-
ships - Weduc app and 
office 365 accounts for 
all students. 

 

The EEF Guidance Report ‘Working 
with Parents to Support Childrens 
Learning’ states that “Well-designed 
school communications can be 
effective for improving attainment 
and a range of other outcomes”. 

3 

4 
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Robust procedures in 

place to monitor 

attendance rates.  If 

attendance falls below 

96% a phone meeting 

is arranged. If 

attendance falls below 

90% parents are 

requested to attend a 

meeting to discuss and 

overcome possible 

barriers to attendance 

and agree an action 

plan. 

 

The Department for Education (DfE) 

published research in 2016 which 

found that: 

The higher the overall absence 

rate across Key Stage (KS) 2 and 

KS4, the lower the likely level of 

attainment at the end of KS2 and 

KS4. 

 

4 

Dedicated wellbeing 

sessions in all classes 

(resources purchased) 

Mindful Movement 

Programme (More 

Than Dance – KS2) 

 

DfE Research report 253 ‘The Impact 

of Pupil Behaviour and Wellbeing on 

Educational Outcomes’ states that 

“Children with better emotional 

wellbeing make more progress in 

primary school and are more 

engaged in secondary school.” 

“For academic progression, better 

emotional wellbeing is a key factor in 

primary school.” 

 

5 

 

Total budgeted cost: £13,305 



 

7 

Part B: Review of outcomes in the previous academic 
year 

Pupil premium strategy outcomes 

This details the impact that our pupil premium activity had on pupils in the 2020 to 2021 

academic year.  

Success Criteria - At the end of EYFS PP children will meet GLD requirements in 

line with national averages. 

The renovation work undertaken in EYFS, resources and furniture purchased provide a stimulating 

environment and ensure all areas of learning are richly resourced and effective learning take place. 

Outdoor area has been completely resurfaced and the EYFS Team have developed the area fully. 

Outdoor resources have been purchased to allow the opportunity for play rich enhancements across the 

EY Goals. 

Little Wrens Nursery opened January 2021 as an outcome we have welcomed siblings and new families 

and is thriving with numbers increasing. Starting points for children who then moved up into reception 

were clearly understood enabling better progress and effective learning. 

Success Criteria - Most PP children with SEND will meet end of year 

expectations. SEND reviews and school tracking systems will show accelerated 

progress and good value-added scores. 

PP Children with SEND did not meet all end of year expectations in English and Maths. School tracking 

systems and monitoring however show accelerated progress and interventions and one to one support 

will continue in Autumn Term. 

Targeted support implemented was focused on missed learning due to third lockdown. Gaps are 

beginning to close and confidence of children is growing. 

Success Criteria - Improved partnership and relationships between school and 

parents/carers ensuring that all children are consistently supported both at 

home and in school. 

100% of PP families attended parents evening remotely via teams, ensuring next steps for their 

child/children are clear and examples of how to support learning at home were understood. 

100% of families have registered with Weduc and feedback has been extremely positive. 

Communication with those previously hard to engage families has greatly increased thus improving 

relationships between home and school in a positive way. Contact with all hard to reach parents has 

vastly increased and relationships improved through regular communication, reassurance and support 

that has been offered and accepted. 

The pandemic has had a huge impact on the way we would usually pride ourselves on communicating 

with our parents. However, engagement with our school App Weduc has proved to be successful and 

has been used as our main form of communication. 
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Success Criteria - PP pupils to have Improved attendance rates in line with the 

national average. 

Autumn – all but one had attendance of over 96% 

Spring – lockdown school closure. All PP children attended school as VC from Feb half term if not 

before, after SLT welfare calls identified priority for a place in school. Once in school fully engaged in all 

tasks. Catch-up interventions going well with progress made. 

Summer - Despite the pandemic and the disruption to schools attendance overall has been above 

national average (98.2%)  

Attendance to the morning catch up sessions overall has also lead to successful learning although 

lateness and occasional missed sessions across some bubbles has been a further disruption 

Overall 100% of PP children attendance has improved from the previous year despite the lockdowns and 

all but one is above national average of 96%. 

Success Criteria - Pupil voice will show a higher % of children feeling happy, 
safe and settled in school. Nurture intervention will reduce due to lower 
numbers of children requiring additional support to meet their emotional 
wellbeing needs. 

 

100% of returned questionnaires said that their child felt happy and safe in school. 

The number of children accessing Nurture and counselling sessions has vastly reduced due to the 

successful interventions, therapy session, QFT delivering well-being sessions. 

 

 

Externally provided programmes 

Please include the names of any non-DfE programmes that you purchased in the 

previous academic year. This will help the Department for Education identify which ones 

are popular in England 

Programme Provider 

Rainbows and Sunbeams Rainbows Bereavement Support GB 

Maths and Spelling Shed Education Shed Ltd 

Letterjoin Green & Tempest Ltd 

Journey in Love Mccrimmons Publishing Company Ltd 

Service pupil premium funding (optional) 

For schools that receive this funding, you may wish to provide the following information:  
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Measure Details  

How did you spend your service pupil 
premium allocation last academic year? 

N/A 

What was the impact of that spending on 
service pupil premium eligible pupils? 

N/A 
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Further information (optional) 

Use this space to provide any further information about your pupil premium strategy. 

For example, about your strategy planning, or other activity that you are implementing 

to support disadvantaged pupils, that is not dependent on pupil premium or recovery 

premium funding. 

 

 


